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1. Executive Summary

Danish women are well represented in the natioadigment, The Folketing, and in
the European parliament. Danish women in the palitife have obviously become
more visible in the public and the media. This syriooks deeper into whether or not
the relatively high number of women in politicsrenmark is correspondingly
reflected in the media seen from an equality rdlgt@int of view. The purpose with
the survey is thus to examine what part gendersglayhe domain between the
media, politics and the politicians and to looksebinto which gender stereotypes
there are in the Danish media when female poliiiare referred to. Are the Danish
female politicians equal to their male colleaguethis domain? How do the media
portray the female politicians? Is the Danish mexdiatral concerning the gender,
when dealing with women in politics — or is steygong when dealing with female
politicians?

The survey of women in politics and the media imDark consists of two parts.

Part I,From their point of viewis directed toward Danish female politicians’
experiences of the importance of the gender inliigad context as well as a public
context. The survey is based on a poll among 7&; Lent of the female members of
the Folketing in March, April and May 2004.

Part II,From the media’s point of viewocus on how the female politicians actually
appear in the Danish media. The analysis is baagly pn concrete examples from
the Danish media, where female politicians aregmtesl and on in depth interviews



with seven leading female politicians themselva$taro professional media
consultants.

In spite of the fact that Denmark has a strongeeh&elonging to one of the most
leading countries in the world when it comes todggrequality this research indicate
that gender still matters — that is when it coneefetnale politicians. A great amount
of the female politicians across the parties, agems and amount of experience in
the Folketing believe that gender does play awdlen it comes to distribution of
power. A great majority of the female politiciahsnk that men have the upper hand
in the Folketing and the power configuration isdzhen male values.

To that comes the portrayal of women in politicshe media. The majority of the
female politicians do not believe they are tredbhedsame way by the media as their
male colleagues. The survey of how media represemtale politicians done in this
research confirms the beliefs of the Danish femaléicians. Female politicians are
being described in terms which is rarely seen wheoncerns male politicians and
they seem to be evaluated not only on their perdmige as credible politicians but
also on their performance as “credible” women. Galhegender seems to be
relevant only in the case of women in politics € &rcan go both ways: Media that
focuses on the female attributes and female pialitecfocusing on their gender in
order to get publicity.

2. Introduction

“Are you going to touch her tits then?” asked thesMas the last thing before | left home on thatyai
Monday morning. “Never,” | answered a little toosta “Never ever. This is modern, strictly
professional journalism at top level.” Even thougje fast bit may have seemed a little exaggerated, i
really wasn't just blather when we finally reachieehe Espersen’s office. Of course it wasn't. It'st]

sort of become the conservative politician’s enteito the general public. Lene Espersen has become
rather identical with her boobs.”

- Portrait of Lene Espersen in Berlingske Tidende28ftof October 2001.

2.1. Objective

This survey takes a deeper look into the domaiwden the media, politics and the
politicians in Denmark. Are the Danish female poléns equal to their male
colleagues in this domain? How do the media porth@yfemale politicians? Is the
Danish media neutral concerning the gender, whatirdgwith women in politics —
or is stereotyping when dealing with female pabns?

Danish women almost have the European record irtigsol In just thirty years,
Danish women have taken the Danish parliament,Fihiketing, with an intensity
resulting in the fact that 38 % of the Danish p@amentarians today are women.
Danish women are also rather well represented enBhropean parliament. At the
recent election for the European Parliament th2 df3June 2004, five women and
nine men were elected. 35 % of those running fodickate were women. This is so
far the highest number ever of female candidatesing for the European Parliament
in Denmark. At the same time, Denmark is a coutthst, in both a European and
global connection, boasts of being among the Ieadwuntries of the world when
equality between the genders is concerned.



Concurrently with this development, Danish women the political life have
obviously become more visible in the public andiedia. This survey looks deeper
into whether or not the relatively high number admen in politics in Denmark is
correspondingly reflected in the media seen fromequality related point of view.
The purpose with the survey is thus to examine \ph#t gender plays in the domain
between the media, politics and the politicians sntbok closer into which gender
stereotypes there are in the Danish media whenlégpaditicians are referred to.

The survey is a result of a project during EU ComityuFramework Strategy on
Gender Equality (2001-2005). Here Center for Lidjesy (The Danish Research
Centre for Gender Equality) in Denmark in co-operatwith partners from three
other European countries (Latvia, Italy, Eston@uses on gender in politics and the
media.

2.2 Factual outline: the Danish media and women ipolitics

2.2.1 The Danish media

The Danish media consist of series of private malioregional and local TV and
radio channels and two national public service oeés) DR and TV2, where TV2 is
partly financed by commercials. There are, furthmen five national daily papers,
two national tabloids and series of regional amalmewspapers.

2.2.2 Women in politics

During the last thirty years, Danish women havélyegained a foothold in politics.
In 1971, only 17 % of the elected members of thikdtmg were women. Twice as
many women were elected at the general electi@d@i. Today, 38 % of the Danish
parliamentarians are women.

The development of Danish women’s placement atdhding posts in the political
regime has also improved during the last thirtyrgeln 1971, women filled only 11
% of the then government’s ministerial offices. @pdwomen fill 28 % of the
ministerial offices in the present government. Dgrrecent years, Denmark has had
women in prominent ministerial offices, which ugedbe dominated by men — this
could be the post as Minister of Finance, MinistEEconomic Affairs and Minister
of Justice for example. The Folketing can, furthemen offer two female leaders of a
party among the eight parties represented at Gingtiorg.

The committees in the Folketing are, however, \gggder classified. 70.6 % of the
members of the members of the Socialudvalg (SObe- Social Welfare Committee)

are thus women, while only 13.3 % of the memberghefForsvarsudvalg (FOU —
The Defence Committee) are women (see annex).

3. Methodology

The survey of women in politics and the media cstssdf two parts.



Part I, From their point of viewis directed toward Danish female politicians’
experiences of the importance of the gender inléigad context as well as a public
context. When dealing with political decisions, ftiistribution of political posts or

just doing your daily work in the Folketing, is yogender then irrelevant? And are
male and female politicians equal concerning pitgli;n the Danish media? The
analysis is based on an anonymous questionnairagathe female members of the
Folketing.

Part I, From the media’s point of vieviocus on how the female politicians actually
appear in the Danish media. What part does theeggrldy when the media and the
politicians negotiate trustworthiness and porttlaé politicians for the voters? Who
controls the process of portraying the politiciskriti do male and female politicians
describe themselves — and do reporters describe-tan the same terms?

3.1. Part I: From their point of view

The survey is based on a poll among the female raesvdf the Folketing in March,
April and May 2004. The poll was anonymous. 51 @ubl female members of the
Folketing participated in the survey (members froime Faroe islands are not
included), i.e. 76.1 per cent — or % of the fengddiamentarians. 15 politicians did
not participate. Some did not give the grounds tlus while others were not
reachable. Those who gave the grounds for notggaating explained that they by
principle never took part in surveys or that theyy did not have the time.

A questionnaire containing 30 different statemelvgded into three main categories
was sent to the politicians to relate to. They dathoose between “agree”, “partly
agree”, “partly disagree” and “disagree” when ielgtto the statements. “Don’t
know” was also an option. The reticent answerstipagree” and “partly disagree”
were joined in one category in the analysis.

The various statements were divided into threegoaies by topic:

The wing of a party

The Folketing (committee meetings, meetings inRblketing, political debates etc.)
The media and the public

48 politicians participated in the poll by telepkon few of these by a meeting in
person. This made it possible for them to be qaestl or to answer more thoroughly.
Three politicians answered by email — two of theg#h thorough answers/comments.

All parties are represented in the survey.

Four parties have a participation of 100 %: Enhst#si (EL), Kristendemokraterne
(KD), Det Radikale Venstre (R) og Socialistisk Feplarti (SF).

Socialdemokratiet: 76.5 %

Det Konservative Folkeparti (K): 75 %

Dansk Folkeparti (DF): 77.8 %

All ages are represented.
20-29 years: 67 %

30-39 years: 100 %
40-49 years: 54 %



50-59 years: 81 %
60 — years: 71 %9

All durations of political careers in the Folketiage represented:
11- years: 67 %

4-10 years: 85 %

3 years: 86%

3.2. Part Il: From the media’s point of view

How do the Danish media present the female paitiei- and on what grounds?
These are the basic questions that constitute piis of the survey dealing with
women in politics and the media. The analysis ialitative and is based partly on
concrete examples from the Danish media, where [eep@liticians are presented.
And partly on in depth interviews with leading fdmaoliticians themselves. Two
professional media consultants also participatthesurvey. They offer an insight
into the relationship between the strategy in thedia and the politicians. They,
furthermore, illustrate the gender’s importanceassning stories and images of the
female politicians.

The survey uses some quotations from Danish newspap order to illustrate how
female politicians are presented in the media. Ghetations were found on the
electronic article database, Infomedia. This databezontains articles from Danish
daily papers from about 1995 until today. The qtiots are from articles of all
genres concerning descriptions of female politisiafhe articles were found by
searching for portraits and interviews of nameditio@ns. They were then read
through in order to find descriptions of the poidins.

Examples from Dagbladet Politiken’s (a Danish daipper) coverage of the then
government’s cabinet reshuffle in 2000 where bo#ienand female new politicians
appeared were used. This was done in order to aentpa descriptions of the male
and female politicians on equal grounds. FurtheemBolitiken was used because it
was the only national paper to publish reportsliohew minister assignments. There
are, furthermore, used two publicised birthdaysesfpectively a male and a female
politician.

When using parts of quotations from newspapers;, oné daily paper’s coverage of
a cabinet reshuffle and two publicised birthdaysllastration, there is a weakness.
This weakness is, of course, that the method damstell how typical these
descriptions of female politicians really are. Maious elements can in connection,
nevertheless, give an idea of the tendencies ifigle The publicised birthdays are,
in this connection, an interesting genre to studgaoise these are usually short and
factual incisive descriptions of a person and leistherits.

The female politicians, who participated in theveyrby extracts of long interviews,
were chosen because of their position in theirgesgely parties and the types of
publicity they have had — including being portraysdwvoman and/or a certain type of
woman in stead of “just” a politician. Eight femabeliticians from eight parties
participated in an interview. Seven of them ard pathe analysis. Those seven are
Marianne Jelved (political leader of Det Radikalengtre (R), former Minister of



Economy), Lene Espersen (Minister of Justice, Denhdérvative Folkeparti (K)),
Marianne Karlsmose (president of Kristendemokrae(iKF)), Pia Kjeersgaard
(president of Dansk Folkeparti (DF)), Mariann FiescBoel (Commissioner of
Agriculture in the European Commission, former Mier of Foodstuffs, Fisheries
and Agriculture, Venstre (V)), Anne-Grete Holmsghérice-president of Socialistisk
Folkeparti's (SF) parliamentary party) and Pia @elp (president of the
Socialdemokrati’'s (S) parliamentary party and faridénister of Justice and Minister
of Finance). The politician not used in the survess left out because she had no
specific experiences with being portrayed in theliméased on her gender.

The two professional media consultants particigatmthe survey were chosen based
on their expertise and professional profile. Thdferoan insight in the relation
between the strategies for media and politiciamsl ey enlighten the importance of
the gender concerning stories and images of fepwitcians.

- Sasha Amarasinha is manager of communicationha@ ihternational media
conglomerate Egmont. Sasha Amarasinha was chosmugee of her expertise in
storytelling as communication strategy. This isdaa®n the assumption that an
important part of both political parties’ and indiual politicians’ strategies for
recognition in the public is based on the fact thatmedia is always interested in the
“good story”. It is furthermore based on the fdeattthe interaction between the
media and the politicians therefore consists ohting stories. Sasha Amarasinha is
furthermore the former media consultant of the mexjency Accenture that, among
other things, consults managers in the Danish tnglus

- Henrik Qvortrup is the editor-in-chief of the wde magazine Se & Hgr. He was
chosen because of his long and wide-ranging cariglein the media. This makes him
the obvious representative of the mainstream miadibe analysis. Henrik Qvortrup
has been a political reporter with Denmark’s greiataily paper Morgenavisen
Jyllands-Posten. He was personal media consultatgo-called spin-doctor — for the
present Prime Minister, Anders Fogh, until the kstction for the Folketing where
Fogh was elected head of state. Henrik Qvortrup thas editor-in-chief of the
tabloid BT during a time where there in Denmark wamong other things, a cabinet
reshuffle in the government of that time; a resleutiiat is used several times in the
analysis of how female politicians are portrayed thg media. Today, Henrik
Qvortrup is editor-in-chief of the weekly magazie & Hgr, which is engaged in
famous, public people in Denmark, including femakeding politicians.

4. Part 1: From their point of view

4 .1. Introduction

In connection with women’s international campaigntbe &' of March 2004, the
Swedish daily paper Svenska Dagbladet conductedvasexploring gender equality
in the Swedish parliament the Riksdag. The pap@&tacted 155 out of the 158
members of the Riksdag and asked them how theyriexged gender equality at
their workplace. The result was striking. 6 outl6ffemale parliamentarians indicated
that they had been subject to sexual discriminadioring their work at the Riksdag.
The female parliamentarians had experienced evagytirom derogatory or
chauvinistic remarks about their appearance fromlemeolleagues to being
disregarded in political debates or exclusion friomportant decision making due to



the reason that these were made by male colleagutsgde the workplace. The
survey created a stir in Sweden due to the fa¢tShaeden considers itself as being
one of the most progressive countries in the woddcerning equality. One of the
indicators of this is the fact that 45.3 per centhe posts in the Riksdag are filled by
women.

A corresponding sense of belonging to one of thetri&ading countries in the world

when it comes to gender equality is to be foundDenmark. Despite the lower

amount of women in the parliament in Denmark in parrson to Sweden, the former
is doing well compared to the rest of EU. In thékBting (the Danish Parliament) 38
per cent of the posts are filled by women. Does, thowever, indicate that gender is
no longer of importance in politics? Are Danish enahd female parliamentarians
equals? When dealing with political decisions, ewpient of political posts and

attending to one’s work, is gender no longer rai¢¥a

These questions among others constitute the bagissurvey of female politicians’
experiences with working in politics as a womane Tgoliticians have related to
various statements divided into three main categori

The wing of a party

The Folketing (committee meetings, meetings inRblketing, political debates etc.)
The media and the public

4.2. The Party

How do the internal relations between men and wowerk in the political parties in
the Folketing? Is gender relevant when dealing withdistribution of posts, pats on
the shoulder or conversations during meetings engfoup? A great amount of the
female politicians do not consider their gendebamg in the way in their group.
They do, however, experience that gendeesmatter. This particularly applies to
cases where posts are internally filled. They iatichat being a woman can in this
case be both an advantage and a drawback.

4.2.1. Who holds the say?

StatementMen and women have equal amount of influence ipainiy

Agree 74.5 %

Partly disagree 17.6 %
Disagree 5.9 %

Don’t Know 2.0 %
Total 100 %

The far greater part of the female politicians $7%) agrees with the statement in
guestion. There are, however, exceptions. For varmreasons there was found partial
disagreement with the statement among the remaitming part of the politicians.
Practically all of them belong to the great partie¥enstre and Socialdemokratiet.
Furthermore, nearly all of them indicate that thisra way of life in their party, which
makes it easier for men to rise within the regime thereby gain influence:

10



“There are probably some male networks.”

“Men are superior when it comes to organising thelmss in the distribution [of
influential posts]. They are better when it comesrationally evaluating how to
position oneself in order to gain as much as pdesib their own advantage. It is
indeed a question of being elected because the postnot just ‘distributed’. Men
are much more calculating revolving whom to supporbrder to work one’s way

up.”

“The male standards and ways of life are of greatgportance due to the fact that in
a group men are in excess of women. This is notdke when it comes to the rare
voting. The discussion is the most determining drde men tend to be more
dominating and thereby stronger in opinion. Thibécause men puff themselves up
and talk more [than women].”

“It is connected with the person in charge of theorpotion of ministers and
important spokesmen. | think this is due to anl@#dit. Men tend to promote men
rather than women.”

4.2.2. Who talks the most?

StatementMen and women talk for an equal amount of timééngroup

Agree 54.9 %

Partly disagree 13.7 %
Disagree 31.4 %

Total 100 %

The female politicians do not see eye-to-eye on talis the most in their group. A

little more than half of the women (54.5 %) agregéhwhe statement in question.
Among those who disagree, the one half believesmbmen do most of the talking

and the other half believes it is the men. Theraasconnection to be seen in the
various parties concerning who is believed to ttike most. Considering the

connection between the amount of women in the gengpthe politicians’ answers

certain tendencies are to be found. These tendemdald indicate a connection
between the amount of talking and the amount of amehwomen in the group. When
belonging to a group with women as the majorityd¢he a greater tendency (65 %) to
believe that men and women talk for an equal amadntime. Considering the

women who, besides belonging to the above mentigneulp, also have many years
of experience in the Folketing, the tendency isnen®re obvious: 100 % of these
agree with the statement in question.

4.2.3. Who fills which posts?

StatementGender does not make a difference in the distmigutif posts

Agree 43.1 %

11



Partly disagree 41.2 %
Disagree 15.7 %
Total 100 %

Is there a connection between gender and theldistig of posts among the parties
in the Folketing? 43.1 % believe there is. The festore than one half of the female
politicians — are divided into two groups. The dewtl group distinctly disagree. The
ones who agree the most are the women in the a§6 ef59. About half of those
who agree with the statement above belong to thesipgy These are to be found
among most of the parties. Those who do not qgjteeaare divided into two groups:

- Those who believe that gender play a deliberaté ft is the belief that it is taken
into account when distributing posts that some @t more typical for women
while others are more typical for men.

“We deliberately place women in certain committedsch are usually dominated by
men, e.g. the finance- and defence committees.”

“People concentrate a great deal on a balance betwmale and female members in
the committees. As an example, it is made certa@ihthere are not just men in The
Industry Committee and just women in the SocialiSes Committee — the same way
as there are not a majority of Jutlanders in Tharigport Committee or teachers in
The Education Committee.”

“It plays a part on both wings. It depends on wiat need to show the world. It may
for example sometimes be a necessity that a wosnpliagéed in one of the important
posts.”

- Those who believe that gender play a part regplti advantages for men only:

“Men are more inclined to choose a man to succeestlzer man.”

‘It works to the men’s advantage. There are stiine leftovers from sexual
difference. The result is, to a larger extend, thatoman has to know someone who
knows someone in order to get her cut. A man auioatly trusts another man. You
have to work harder.”

“It plays a part due to the fact that men are betéden it comes to drawing attention
to themselves, proclaiming their views and givihgirt opinion — not necessarily
knowing what they are talking about. Women are enegal more thoughtful when
expressing an opinion. We need to know for surewlacan argument in favour of

our opinion. That's why we lose ground when reaghfar the posts with high
status.”

4.2.4. Is the internal criticism the same for men@women?

StatementMen and women experience the same criticism igiibep

Agree 70.6 %

12



Partly disagree 9.8 %
Disagree 13.7 %
Don’t know 5.9 %
Total 100 %

The female politicians basically agree that théiaisim in the group is not gender
related. 70.6 % of the politicians thus agree lith statement above. Some of those
who do not quite agree explain why:

“In relation to women it seems like people wag ithager at them if they make
mistakes whereas men get easier let off.”

“There is a tendency to taking a man seriously & hrings forth a serious
contribution whereas a woman'’s contribution of game quality may very well just
be regarded as some ‘feminist chit-chat’. If a malks about something from his
home or something personal it is because it is drand important. If a woman does
the same it's because she’s a woman.”

“Women see things from different angles and ra@esr issues. And men often react
to this by saying: Ok, we've already talked abolis.t Men may already have
discussed certain issues prior to the meeting amdnaore clarified as the meeting
starts.”

4.2.5. Who gets a pat on the shoulder?

StatementMen and women experience the same praise in thggro

Agree 76.5 %

Partly disagree 13.7 %
Disagree 3.9 %

Don’t know 5.9 %
Total 100 %

In politics there is no praise. That is the exptammagiven by a great amount of the
politicians. They agree that praise for men and wm their group have nothing to
do with gender. 76.5 % of the politicians agrethwhe statement above:

“It depends on the situation. | see a lot of prepedconfirmed. Women are praised
when dealing with emotional issues whereas methéomore hard-liner regarded.”

“Yes, women give praise to other women. This isydwer, because we pay it careful
attention.”

“We have different departments, thus the subjeatplortance differs. The foreign
affairs are heavy departments. It is of greater ami@nce and is more often in the
spotlight. Therefore, when something succeeddgsrdépartment it is more frequently
noticed.”
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4.2.6. Is gender a barrier?

Statementl have never experienced my gender as a barriénengroup

Agree 80.4 %

Partly disagree 15.6 %
Disagree 2.0 %

Don’t know 2.0 %
Total 100 %

Nearly 8 out of 10 (80.4 %) of the female polititsaagree with the statement in
guestion.

“It is almost quite the contrary...”

“No, and this was actually very much to my surprisikead probably expected it to be
that way.”

4.3. The Folketing

How do the female politicians experience the gesderlevance in the
parliamentarian workplace? Who has the upper hadwl¥ do people address one
another? Is there a network considering eithentake or female gender?

There is no agreement between the female polisci@here is a great belief that men
are more dominating because they are in the mgjorithe Folketing. Some are also
of the opinion that gender only matters concernamge particular group in the
Folketing: the middle-aged men. But in general Wwamen agree in one thing in
particular. Men have the upper hand.

4.3.1. Who holds the floor?

StatementMen and women spend the same amount of time talking

Agree 39.2 %

Partly disagree 31.4 %
Disagree 25.5 %

Don’t know 3.9 %
Total 100 %

Less than half (39.2 %) of the female politiciagse® with the statement in question
concerning the everyday life in the Folketing. Argdhe 56.9 % who disagree, only
two female politicians believe that women do mddhe talking. The majority of the
politicians then believe that men do most of tHking. This, however, could be due
to the fact, as many point out, that men are inntlagority in the Folketing. A couple
of other explanations are also to be found:

“Men try to hold and keep the floor.”
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“Men and women talk in different manners. Womentouhe chase - also generally
speaking. They do not feel the need to hold theurgd using solemn and fancy
words.”

4.3.2. How do politicians address one another?

StatementMen and women are addressed in the same manner

Agree 51.0 %

Partly disagree 33.3 %
Disagree 13.7 %

Don’t know 2.0 %
Total 100 %

Half of the politicians agree with the statemend\ah Those who agree the most are
the politicians who, disregarding party colour, éaween in the Folketing for the
shortest period of time, i.e. since the latter tbdc The more time spent in the
Folketing, the greater tendency towards believivag tnen and women are addressed
in different manners.

Scarcely one half (47 %) of the politicians disagrei.e. those with reservations or
those who decidedly disagree. A great amount o$ehgoliticians offered more
thorough comments to their answers. Many pointedtioat elder male colleagues
show a tendency towards addressing young femaldic@ols in a patronizing
manner. This belief is shared between young andr dkeimale politicians from all
wings in the Folketing. Others furthermore pointegt that the manners in the
Folketing differ from one committee to another fwattmen and women have different
ways of addressing one another.

“There may very well still be a tendency towardsli@$sing women as though they
cannot quite comprehend the situation. During aadisement between men and
women, men are often under the impression tha duie to the women simply not
understanding the situation in stead of just a s&ngisagreement.”

“The far majority address one another in the samanner. There is, however, a
tendency among specific men over the age of 50rtisnaaldressing young women in
a childish manner. This is the case when womenuxernb show their face or are
given a sufficiently important post. Then the tdieezomes a bit patronizing. An
example could be: “The XX-party’s very young spokas’. This is not likely to
happen when a young man or a woman above the af&isfconcerned.”

“It very much depends on which committee you'reTimere is a great difference to be
found in specific committees’ ways of life. Somey rizerefore be very much
characterized by the male while others are morachid.”

“There may among some men be a tendency towardsessidg women in a
patronizing manner — the younger women in partictla

15



“There is a tendency among the elder male ministengatronize female members of
the Folketing — the young women under the age af $articular.

“I have never really thought about it. However, om&y tend to have a greater
respect for men because they often seem more #atha — even though they are
not. It lies in their appearance — the suit and ginefound voice.”

“There is a great difference in men and women’s svafyaddressing each other and
others. This is also the case in society in gendnabrder to solve a problem, women,
as an example, address one another from an ematumiat of view. This is also the
case when addressing some — but not all — men. Masie time one attends to the
cool facts when addressing a man. But when addrggsie so-called ‘soft’ men —
though | dislike this expression — one tend to appethe emotional aspects. | could
do that when addressing Bertel Haarder but nevedeks Fogh.”

“Some men may tend to talk down to young womeraiticplar. These are the men
who are not used to take gender in to their consitlen, men above the age of 55.
They are usually from the right wing. Pernille Ras&antz-Theil has for example
often been called young and petite.”

4.3.3. Who can you take seriously?

StatementMen and women are taken equally seriously

Agree 58.8 %

Partly disagree 35.3 %
Disagree 5.9 %

Total 100 %

A great amount of the female politicians believat thoth men and women are taken
seriously. They point out that being taken seripusipolitics has more to do with
personal weight, age and one’s field as spokestramit has to do with gender. One
third of the politicians, however, do not agreehvilie statement above.

“I have the sense that there are some men who Iswifcthe very minute a woman is
talking. One is well aware of it. It can be seennaetings where a sudden mutter
takes place. If you are strong enough you stogrtgllr say: Please pay attention.

Or: The fact that you're talking while | have then is disturbing me. But you have

to be strong enough in order to do that.”

“I believe it depends on one’s status and position.
“Some men tend to distrust points presented by wokhés not taken for granted that
they are right. There are, however, exceptionsthBiiRgnn-Hornbech is an example

of this; you don’t argue with her.”

“It has more to do with the field of politics thayender. People in more important
posts are taken seriously. These posts could b#efance, finance and economy.
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Health outranks social. There is indeed a hierarttype found among the various
fields of politics. Church politics are at the vdrgttom.”

“If you want to make a point it may sometimes @atilt to get a hearing. You have
to try really hard in order to get through. Somevbdeen doing this for 30 years, you
know. There are many sciolists here. It is the strimgy in the trade. You find a way
to manage but you have to figure it out yourself.”

4.3.4. Who has the upper hand?

StatementMen and women have the same share of power

Agree 29.4 %

Partly disagree 33.3 %
Disagree 37.3 %

Total 100 %

Disregarding colour of party, a great amount of ftsmale politicians agree in one
thing: Men have more power than women in the FalgetOnly one third of the
politicians agree with the statement above. 37.&trely disagree. 33.3 % have
reservations. None of the female politicians beievomen have more power than
men.

Why do men have more power? The female politickeng various explanations:

“Women are more familiar with retail than with powe

“Men are in the majority and that's why they haveormn power. It's sort of a
tradition. But | strongly believe that women coglain equal power. | don’t believe
there will be any barriers.”

“Women do not seek power the same way men do. déeywith the item on the
agenda, not the power.”

“You have the power you take, | suppose...”

“Men are in the majority within most posts. Thisayd the prominent role
everywhere. It does make a difference that the wdmage a home with children to
take care of next to being a member of the Folgetirthink this will always be an
issue in spite of equal wages and opportunitiés biblogical, something we are born
with.”

“I still believe it may have something to do wittetfact that men consider this their
calling whereas women want to be a part of it amdentheir say. But those who
really have the potential will also have somethalge. There are more important
things in their lives than just politics. That's yhbelieve our being in several places
had something to do with it.”

The female politicians were also asked to considéich values the power
configuration is based on in the Folketing.
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“Male values. As a woman, you have to play by thes of the game in order to be of
impact.”

“The power figuration is based on male values. TiBiglue to a long process. An
example of this could be the fact that the headhef ministries are often men.
Furthermore, there is a male jargon and male maanghich women cannot take
part in. “

“The Folketing is indeed old-fashioned with a vemaditional and paternal
management. Considering it a qualification in itdel work the same place for many
years is a rarity in the rest of the society. This however, not the case in the
Folketing. The posts are distributed based on sépiorhe person working for the
Folketing for the longest period of time will albe the one in the best post. This
could be one of the chairmanships or one of theysaats at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. “

“In the management men are in the majority. Sofuea regarding health and the
social will not be prioritised the same way foremfifairs and the war in Iraq are. The
war is important. But it is also important whettmar not Mrs Hansen will be able to
get a new hip.”

“There is indeed a male way of life at the very tdghe pyramid. It may be the more
practical things when dealing with preparationsméetings where a silly thing like
family is not taken in consideration. Men are ie thajority during debates and in the
administrative system. There is only one femaled hefadepartment whereas the
management in the ministries consist of 80 % méan. dngles of incidence and the
conclusions negotiated are affected by this.”

4.3.5. What is going on outside the formal space?

StatementThere are no informal networks excluding women fdmuisions and/or
discussions

Agree 52.9 %

Partly disagree 9.8 %
Disagree 31.4 %
Don’t know 5.9 %
Total 100 %

In a Swedish poll among the Swedish female parlrdar&ans it was expressed that
informal networks were a huge problem because dtuebed the women from the
centre of decisions. The Danish female politicidoshot, however, agree whether or
not there even exist such a thing as informal netsvan the Danish parliament. A
little more than half (52.1 %) believes there is su@h thing. One third (31.4 %)
believe there is.

“Yes, | believe they do exist. It's something fikemen don’t understand these kind
of things’. Furthermore, | believe it is more commmwithin the severe values. The
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best example is actually the traffic mafia — thédahdic mafia - and the problems
Sonja Mikkelsen had to face as a woman when shantgedhe minister of this
department. She’s a good example of this.”

“Men meet with a manner which exclude women. lfigi@es are made at 3 pm at
Toga (a wine bar in Copenhagen) women will of ceurst be present.”

“They definitely exist. It is really infuriatingt Is particularly the case among those
men who have been in the Folketing for many ydarsiay be acceptable when
dealing with the preliminary political negotiationBut this is not the case when a
contract needs to be closed quickly. This is oftene internally and women — the
young women in particular — really have to fightarder to be a part of it. If a deal
needs to be closed on the sly it is often saidt jlist take care of this with the men”.
The young men don't do it the same way the samew/étye older ones. It is a thing
of the past. But there is a lot of talking goingiarthe corridors — it reeks of men.
During debates, basically all women have experidroeing suddenly left out in the
cold while the men work something out. At sometpoine is addressed because
someone has said: “could you just have a word Wgh?” It's as if they can talk to
other men more easily.”

Among those who do not believe there are such shiag informal networks
excluding women from decisions, several point bt there are, on the other hand,
female networks — such as women'’s groups — whereareexcluded.

“It is, if anything, the other way around. Thereascoffee club for women across the
parties deliberately excluding men.”

“There are definitely gender specific networks exahg the other sex. It is, however,
to be found among both men and women.”

“No, | don’t think so. But there are female netwekkxcluding men. In our party, we

have the Q-group where men are not allowed. | dbelieve men have something
similar — besides the gymnastics club on Thursddys.

4.3.6. Is gender a barrier?

Statementl have never experienced my gender as a barriénenFolketing
Agree 80.4 %

Partly disagree 13.7 %

Disagree 5.9 %

Total 100 %

A small amount of the female politicians disagrethwhe statement above.

“It has never been a barrier for me. It has moredmwith personality and how much
you fight back...”
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“Sometimes gender can be an advantage becausesitchbe legalized that we are
serious when it comes to equality. Due to this, esamomen may have found a
loophole. But men and women do not come with theedaistory. Women show up
prepared three times as much as men. If one alsoahaetwork, one is in a strong
position — the same position as men.

4.4. The media and the public

Are male and female politicians treated on equahseby the Danish media? Are they
basically just as trustworthy as they are profesdi® And what part do factors like
age or the journalist’'s gender play in one’s presgerage?

The far majority of the female politicians do negperience their gender as a barrier
relating the media. At the same time, however, @agamount of the politicians
believe there is a huge difference in the mediagy/svof dealing with male and
female politicians — based precisely on the geidgquestion.

4.4.1. Are politicians treated the same way?

StatementThe media treat male and female politicians theesaray

Agree 35.3 %

Partly disagree 23.5 %
Disagree 41.2 %

Total 100 %

The majority of the female politicians do not beéehey are treated the same way as
their male colleagues. % of the politicians do agitee that the media treat male and
female politicians the same. 41.2 % completely glfisa with the statement in
qguestion. 23.5 % have their reservations. One teocthpletely agree with the
statement.

“I truly believe the line of separation lies thertn my opinion, the Folketing and
one’s group are the places where one is respedted. is also, among other factors,
because one represents some countable mandate® iEha great respect for one
another among 179 members. The media, howeven eoenpletely different matter.
| really believe they look down on women. You amyitably a bit denser. You have
to prove more than men.”

“There is far more focus on the women'’s private,lithe mother role in particular.
Women can, in this way, have some very tough seaiadtions because they are at
risk of being characterised as bad mothers.”

“They care more about female politicians appeargrespecially their outfits. At one
time, | was at a meeting that was covered by antepérom JP (i.e. Jyllandsposten, a
Danish newspaper). Subsequently, he wrote: “Aftedsathe female member ran
away in her sparkling lounge suit and golden loeksl red lips” or something like

that. It really irritated me. His commenting my &gpance was a negative. | was
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talking for 30 minutes, and the only thing he rernerad was the clothes | was
wearing.”

“When the media criticise women, they give theystotittle twist in order to display
the woman as a bit crazy or deranged or whatevey ttan come up with.”

“It may sometimes be a bit easier for a male pobth about the age of 35 to be
accepted as a politician who is knowledgeable thiamay be for a corresponding
woman. Furthermore, a man in his late 60s may appsahaving weight whereas a
corresponding woman is just an old lady.”

“Female politicians are inquired about completelyfferent things. They are, for

example, asked to participate in coverage of theme, their amount of shoes etc.
Far more attention is paid to their appearance, ilgniife etc. | have never seen
Brian Mikkelsen on a front page sharing how he rsake everyday life function. And
he’s the one in the Folketing with the most chitdte

“I even believe that some men might say the mediaat give a fair deal when it
comes to women. It is just a bit more interestmgdve a young woman in the picture
than a man in a grey suit. There are already 500 imegrey suits. The problem is
that we are often told: “she gets so much covelaggause she’'s a woman”. We hear
that a lot. It's not because you are good at what go, it's because you're a woman.
I's the young men that say these kinds of thifgsd they are not completely
mistaken. At an election campaign, female politisiaare in the minority.
Consequently, a young woman is a greater news itéwar from all the parties that
this annoys the young men.”

“Well, old ladies like Birthe Rgnn-Hornbaek and keareated the same way as men
are. But these young babes are treated in quitdfardnt manner, you see — with the
risk of being slightly ridiculed.”

Regarding the connection between the politiciansweers, their amount of publicity
in the media and the length of their career in wdketing, the tendency is not
unambiguous. Those who disagree the most in thiensgmt saying that male and
female politicians are treated the same by thespbetong to the one third of the
entire group of politicians who have been mostdesdly covered by the press in the
recent ten years. Half of these politicians thugele that men and women are treated
the same by the media. This, however, should notlade that the more often one is
covered by the press; the more likely one is teelelthat men and women are treated
differently by the media. This is because 41 %hoke with reservations belong to the
above-mentioned group. And those who agree the mast those who believe that
men and women are treated the same — are thoseheitmidst of the amount of
publicity.

There is neither an unambiguous tendency to bedfanmong the parties. Two parties
are with their low amount of women too small in@rdlo detect tendencies within. In
the remaining six parties of the Folketing, thenogms among each party are equally
apportioned.
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4.4.2. Who are given the floor in the media?

Statement:Male and female politicians speak for the same arhaf time and
columnage in the media

Agree 43.1 %

Partly disagree 17.6 %
Disagree 25.5 %

Don’t know 13.8 %
Total 100 %

Men and women in politics talk for the same amaoitime in the media. This is
believed by nearly half (43.1 %) of the female pakns. About every fourth (25.5
%) do not agree. They base their opinions on, anwher things, the conception of
the ideal politician and the journalists’ sex:

“It is still considered that a ‘real’ politician isa man. Journalists will therefore most
typically enquire the men. This is the case unkbes spokesman of the field in
guestion is a woman or if the subject of matterdasrticularly ‘feminine’ quality.”

“Men are, in general, better when it comes to pugtthemselves in focus.”

“The majority of the journalists here are men. Téaés a network between journalists
and politicians.”

“Men may have a tendency towards presenting tharasdietter in an interview and
making their statements seem more important. Wderahto say things like “well,
we did this and that...” and may be more modest winesenting themselves. It could
be a fence mending that has just come through waeveman may scale down her
influence on the case. Men have more driving force.

4.4.3. Do men and women have to give the same aatotithemselves?

StatementMen and women have to give the same account ofsdéteas in their
political work in order to obtain recognition inémedia

Agree 25.5 %

Partly disagree 33.3 %
Disagree 39.2 %

Don’t know 2.0 %
Total 100 %

Female politicians need to make more of an efftahtmen do in order to get credit
for their political work in the media. This is thelief among nearly three out of four
politicians. Only one fourth believe that men andnven have to make the same
effort. There is no connection between how much isneovered by the media and
whether or not one believe men and women have kerttee same effort. Female
politicians from all groups — the one third mosblicized, the one third midst most
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publicized and the one third least publicized -erggly believe that women have to
make more of an effort than men in order to obtagognition.

“It is easier for men because they have placed #wwes in fields often covered by
the media. It is more exciting to talk to men beesathey have the upper hand.”

“Women need to do twice as well and are still akriof being, by their voters,
characterized by their role as a mother or theipaprance and not as a politician.”

“Women are from the very beginning considered naimd shallow. You have to
prove that you've achieved results whereas men raspected from the very
beginning: Well, he is such a skilful feller. Thalynost have to make mistakes in
order to lose prestige in the press.”

“Women have to work more. They have to prove sangeind be more objective in
their statements. They have to, for example, asaidng things like ‘I feel’ and ‘I

experience’.

“Women have to do better in order to achieve weight the other hand, they may be
easier publicized relating things outside politicaist like Louise Frevert who has
coverage and has, for example, been in WeekendayseDanish newspaper)

because she takes belly dance lessons. A man weulker be in Weekendavisen
because he’s a body-builder.”

“We live with the prejudice that “It is made easifar you”. Therefore, you have to
prove more because you're a woman — especiallyhan dase of an attractive
politician. It is actually easier for a politiciamot quite as attractive to be
acknowledged. Things are easier for her. If youatteactive, you have to spend a lot
of time gaining respect. | have, as an exampley seale politicians from my group
who, while faced with a skilful female opponent liRernille Rosenkrantz-Theil,
cannot find anything else to say to each other themments on her appearance
instead of just acknowledging the fact that shessmart politician.”

4.4.4. What difference do the journalists’ gendeake?

StatementThere is a difference to be found in male and fermaporters’ way of
addressing female politicians

Agree 43.1 %

Partly disagree 17.6 %
Disagree 37.3 %

Don’t know 2.0 %
Total 100 %

The politicians far from agree whether or not tlerpalists’ genders make any
difference when a politician and the press meearljehalf (43.1 %) of the female
politicians believe there is a difference betweereting male and female journalists.
Contrary, a little more than half (54.9 %) of theelieve it doesn’t make a difference.
Those politicians, who believe it does make a diffiee, consider it unambiguously
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to be quite a positive. This is the case when aaferpolitician is interviewed or
contacted by a female journalist.

“You see more eye to eye. You are on the same fiaganother kind of confidence.”

“There is a gender-related understanding among wwomé&he unspoken is
automatically understood.”

“When talking to a female journalist, an understarglis very promptly built up. You
learn the way of speaking and you quickly see eysy¢ — or the opposite. Whereas
some of those guys who like to play it a bit totrghto create a distance where they
are in the lead all the time.”

“It makes a difference between whether you arerviwgved by a man or a woman.
Women focus more on the emotions: What do you#hidw do you see this? Men
focus more on the facts in their questions.”

4.4.5. Do the politicians use the gender themseles

Statementl have used my gender in the media

Agree 27.4 %

Partly disagree 11.8 %
Disagree 60.8 %

Total 100 %

A great amount of the politicians (60.8 %) do nelidve they themselves have used
their gender in the media in order to, for exampglet, coverage or reach a specific
public. A great amount of the women sharply rejesibg their gender in the media.
They, furthermore, point out that it is importaot them to be seen as politicians
above women.

“I strongly object to that. | want recognition basen what | do, not my gender.”

“I don’t want to manifest that side of myself. I'vefused several enquiries about this
from, among others, Femina and Alt for Damerne (Blanvomen’s magazines).
From my point of view, politics is a job and | hattbre respect for people who don’t
display their private life in public. I'm sick antired of people displaying their

children, their private life and how they make theoffee. | would never use my
gender unless it was in connection to a politicalbate concerning equality.”

“There are people who use their personality andsate life a great deal. If they had
not been elected in the Folketing they would propélave tried out for the reality
show Big Brother instead.”

More than every fourth woman (27.9 %) has on th&reoy used their gender in the
media. They have used it in order to get attention:
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“It was based on a wish to promote myself in ottypes of media witch are usually
out of my reach. This could, as an example, berdal@in Femina about how you
manage a career as a woman. That was my way afgtrio say: “I'm here. I'm
someone you should vote for” in order to reach ¢hado read nothing but these kind
of magazines, and never the newspapers.”

“Female candidates get more personal votes thamthée candidates. Therefore, we
have an advantage as a starting point. Of courge thade use of this.”

“I've used my gender when contacting alternativediaelike Femina and Alt for
Damerne. | approach them well aware of their fensaldience.”

Colour of party makes no difference in whether ot one has used one’s gender or
not in order to get coverage. Age neither playsygortant part. Those who disagree
the most in the statement in question are politian the age of 30-39 and 50-59.
Those who have used their gender in the mediaaarghe contrary, to be found
almost evenly in all age groups — yet with a sligiagority within the age of 30-49.

4.4.6. Does it make a difference whether you areiyg or old?

StatementAge plays a part in the way one is referred to

Agree 60.8 %

Partly disagree 21.6 %
Disagree 15.6 %

Don’t know 2.0 %
Total 100 %

A great amount of the politicians (60.8 %) belieage and publicity are connected -
for both better and for worse. Young women may heeadvantage that the media
like to see young people. On the other hand, bgagng can also work against you in
proportion to being taken seriously. Likewise, old®men may have the advantage
of being taken seriously but not considered asresteng as young women by the
media.

“Well, people probably think that if you're bothyiag and a woman, you're probably
not that bright.”

“No, but the way you conceive the publicity doe&kena difference. The young female
politicians take it more personally when experiagcdiscriminating criticism. You
shake it easier off when you’ve been here for dewhi

“For women, it makes a difference. It's the sameywas with clothes — you don’t
notice what men are wearing. Consequently, mené dgaesn’'t matter. That's the
way it is — the media pay attention to young bdalswomen.”

“Especially in these days — in these very yearqwilaing under the age of 30 — or
definitely 35 —is in focus.”
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“For the young women, this is a plus value. And gan compensate for this by your
intellect and by not looking dull just because yewlder. As a woman, your career
becomes incredible dense because you have to noake for both education and
children. And at the same time you have to arriv¢ha top five years earlier than
men. It also makes a difference for older women wabkoan alternative have to
pretend to be younger than they are.”

“Young women are considered more interesting thiaderowomen. However, it is not
unambiguous because Marianne Jelved and Ritt Bjaaed are both extremely hot.”

“Being a young woman means you're less trustwortliyis connected with the

society’s view in general of older female polititsa If a man is a little overweight
and his hair is turning grey but he wears a nicet e is regarded as a noble
politician of great importance. It works as a pogt A woman, on the other hand,
who does not dye her hair and is a bit overweightat regarded as positively by the
public.”

“The young ones get easier off when giving statesnehich may seem unsubtle. It is
accepted to have a bit simplistic or diverging opirs.”

“The young ones have to fight against their own.afyed it has not changed. You
have to be worthy of it. Today, age is more impdrthan gender.”

There is a difference between the politicians’ agd answers. Those who disagree
the most in the statement in question are excliysm®@men in the age of 50 and
above. On the other hand, there is no clear patitebe seen among those who agree
the most in the statement. Here, women in all ageigs declare themselves in
agreement with the statement. Concerning cologadfy and the politicians’ amount
of publicity, there is still no direct tendencylie found. Women from both the right,
middle and left wing and women who get both mucidsiand little publicity all
believe that age in some ways matters concernimgdme is referred to.

4.4.7. Can men and women behave in the same manner?

Statement:A female politician’s behaviour plays a greater paoncerning her
authenticity than a male politician’s

Agree 51.0 %

Partly disagree 15.6 %
Disagree 31.4 %

Don’t know 2.0 %
Total 100 %

The politicians strongly disagree whether or notnnamd women have the same
freedom of action concerning behaviour. Half of tpeliticians agree with the
statement above. Contrary, the other half have teeervations or do not believe that
gender makes any difference concerning authenticity
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“Men have greater latitude. Yes, | strongly beliehey do. | don't think a Jacob

Buksti case where one drives 174 km per hour wootchave resulted with a couple
of days if it concerned a girl. Considering a figdd politics of immigration, then |

believe a man could get easier away with gettingranputting his foot down and

say: ‘We have to pull ourselves together, | do®@lidve this!’. This is the case with
Pia Kjeersgaard — it makes one see red and think, ‘@o. Not her again!” when

looking at her. | don't think it would be this wdyshe were a man. Men are allowed
to be angry and aggressive.”

“A male politician can probably go out and get dkuwhereas if a female politician
did the same people would probably think, ‘shouldhe stay at home?’. Men getting
blind drunk is probably more acceptable.”

“A woman not being serious is consequently not iclamed trustworthy. You have to
be careful not to arrive in a too low cut shirt mo short skirt. It is also more noticed
if a woman haven't had her hair combed or if sheans.”

“It is important to find the right balance as a wam If you smile too much, you flirt
and try to attract. If you don’t smile enough, y@ujjust a sulky cow.”

“Try to imagine me in an assembly telling dirty ¢sk | believe it would be very badly
received. Some men have, in contrast, made thisttademark.”

“It's just the same as it was in school. A womar@putation is more easily destroyed
than a man’s. For example, demonstrating stamir@nd tough and stable will be
considered as a negative value for a woman, bubsitipe value for a man. It is
expected of women to behave themselves more thanYime condemn women more
for bad behaviour than you do with men.”

4.4.8. Is gender a barrier in the media?

Statement! have never considered my gender as a barrierhim inedia and the
public

Agree 66.7 %

Partly disagree 13.7 %
Disagree 19.6 %

Total 100 %

Nearly 7 out of 10 (66.7 %) female politicians djsge with the statement above.
Every fifth (19.6 %), on the other hand, agree thair gender has been a barrier.
4.5. Part I: Conclusion

The party
A great amount of the female politicians acrosspheies, age groups and amount of
experience in the Folketing believe that influermmjse and criticism are reasonably

27



equal apportioned among the genders. A group dorgi®f one third of the
politicians do not, however, believe the gendeesexqqual in their party. They point
out that there exists a way of life making it ea$e¥ men to rise within the system
and thereby gain influence. It is furthermore pethbut that men and women are
praised as well as criticised on different grounds.

The female politicians’ opinions differ, howeveegarding who are distributed the
posts in the party. Across parties, age groupsramdber of years in the Folketing,
nearly half of the politicians believe that the dendetermines who are designed
which posts. Some believe that gender plays ainep@t due to the awareness of
some posts being typical male while other are fem#hey believe this is taken into
account in order to reassure that there are ngt woimen in The Social Services
Committee and men in The Transport Committee. Gthetieve that gender comes
into play when men are distributed the most impurpests.

The Folketing

Men have the upper hand in the Folketing and theepaonfiguration is based on
male values. This was the opinion of two out okéhfemale politicians disregarding
colour of party, age and number of years in th&&tolg. 3 of the female politicians
believe, however, that the power lies within tharfal structures. The remaining one
third believe that the power also lies within thdormal networks where male
politicians make decisions and discuss importaritarawith no female participants.
More than half of the politicians believe that m&tk more than women. It is,
however, by many pointed out that this is due ®ftct that there are more men than
women in the Folketing.

It is, furthermore, believed by nearly half of theliticians that men and women are
addressed in different manners in the Folketingnalisregarding age, experience
and party, have experienced middle-aged male galits addressing young female
politicians in a patronizing manner. But the poldns also point out that the
communication between men and women depends ormwbimmittees you are in.

The media and the public

The majority of the female politicians do not beéehey are treated the same way by
the media as their male colleagues. Although halthem believe that men and
women talk for an equal amount of time in the methay also believe it is done on
different grounds. Half of the politicians belietleat the way a female politician
behaves plays a greater part concerning her trugtiness than it does for men.
Three out of four believe that female politiciaas, opposed to men, have to make
more of an effort in order to be acknowledged Femitt political work in the media. A
great amount of the politicians point out that thedia seek different things when
dealing with male and female politicians. They arere evaluative and interested in
appearance and private life when describing fempflditicians. Men are
simultaneously ‘just’ politicians. In this relatipthe journalist's gender can make a
difference. Nearly one half believes there is atp@sdifference to be found between
male and female journalists.

When meeting the press, it is a general belief élgat is just as important as gender.

Young women may have an advantage because the filediseeing young blood.
On the other hand, youth can also be in the negafione wants to be taken
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seriously. Older women can, in the same way, hdwe ddvantage that their
importance is not questioned. They can, howevererance a lack of interest from
the media.

5. Part 2: From the media’s point of view

5.1. Introduction.

How do the Danish reporters present the femaleigalis — and on what grounds?
These are the basic questions that constitute piis of the survey dealing with
women in politics and the media. Politics and jpaditinfluence concern many other
things besides responses, parties and statusmadenus, to the same extend, how you
present yourself as a politician to the public. Wlee or not you appear as
sympathetic, trustworthy and thereby worth trustangd voting for. Furthermore,
whether or not you seem just as sympathetic asahmpeting or opponent politicians.
The political search for the voters’ sympathy rjeed, concentrated on the media.
Furthermore, gaining access to the media - and leapueal possibilities to be
presented as sympathetic — function today as agnated part of the political parties’
strategies for success. This was most recently asipéd by Dansk Folkeparti's
demand that DR should also invite members of thaity to the studio in the best
broadcasting time.

This part of the survey will focus on the femaldifmans and the media. When
reporters and the politicians deal with trustwaréiss and present the politician to the
voters, do gender make a difference? When presggtitanpolitician, who control the
process? Furthermore, are men and women depictedth- by the media and
themselves — on the same grounds?

5.2. Animated images

The communication between citizens and politicitake indeed place in the media.
This is where the politician presents his messadéss is where the politician
becomes visible. This is where the politician can wtes. What does it take then in
order to gain success through the media? What theetsick within the media? What
strategies can a politician use in order to draenéibn? In other words: How do you
make sure you stand out in a way which makes b@hdporters and the voters look
in the right direction?

Two professional media consultants present themiops based on their respectively
backgrounds, expertise and approach to the subjectestion.

Henrik Qvortrup, the editor-in-chief on the weekhagazine Se & Hgar, explains the
image’s significance in Danish politics of todaydamhy he believes female
politicians should be aware of their gender. Sasémaarasinha, manager of
communication in the media conglomerate Egmont|agxg why presenting oneself
and story telling are good strategies concernirapngtcommunication.

5.2.1 Politics are characters. What difference doesmge do in politics today?
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Henrik Qvortrup:

“Politics are partly characters. The substantidledences between one party and
another are actually blurred today. Consequenthitigs become more and more a
guestion of which politicians hold the very qual#tions, which we consider make
them able to lead the country. Due to this, the way present yourself as a person
makes a great difference. The public not only esld@bd the politician’s opinions, but

also what sort of person the politician is. Theitpmhns are well aware of this. The

politicians are very conscious of revealing thehiep qualities besides from being a
politician, because this is important to a great pathe voters. You have to consider
that the voters are, in general, not much politabre. The general voter does not
read political analyses etc. they relate to whg the and who they trust. That's why

your personality and the way you present yourselften a great deal.”

5.2.2.“Woman with capital W”. About what'’s effecevwithin the press

Women who wishes to insinuate themselves into tleelianand be successful as
politicians have to be women with capital W. This editor-in-chief Henrik
Qvortrup’s opinion. If he himself had to be med@nsultant for a female politician
who wanted to do well, he would advise her to tatteantage of her gender.

“Take advantage of being a woman. Try to obsereecttmbination of on one hand

being a person of influence just like a man — as mlevays have been — and at the
same time insist that this doesn’t change your fiemty. Lene Espersen is actually a
good example. She actually plays two parts, whith@mbines well. The one part is
extremely feminine while the other is a person mdaf power — almost as we all

expect a man to be. | guess it is no coincidenat hlbr preferred work clothes is a
suit where she knots the tie the way a man woubelieve it fascinates people that a
woman is both a woman with capital W and at theestime has the upper hand in a
way we’re only used to see with men. If you're allleeombine those two things and

they buy it, then you’'ve come a long way.”

- Why is it important to be a woman with capital W?

“I believe it frightens men when women almost ap@samasculine lesbians. It's as if
maintaining your femininity will conciliate peopke’attitude towards your power. |
believe power combined with femininity is easiecemted.”

- Can something corresponding be said about mehat thhey have to do in order to
make it easier to stomach their power?

“The present Prime Minister has been criticized riot combining the person with
power with a certain humanity and softness. | gubssis the reason many women
dislike him...(..)..Most people understand that alieg politician needs to be tough.
However, they also like to see this combined withtle bit of softness and not being
so hard-nosed — to show a bit of humanity.”
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5.3. “The thin woman’s cheeks blushed” — do the regters describe men and
women in politics in the same way?

She usually looks like a million dollars. When &itBeeberg glides through the corridors of
Christiansborg in her light yellow coat and shokirg high heels and the blonde ponytail, she kb
the room. This afternoon in the garden in Gl. Hpoltewever, the style is quite different. The higbls
are exchanged for a pair of blue plastic thong sda@nd the skirt and coat with shorts and a t-shir

This is the introduction to an article portrayinigetconservative politician Gitte
Seeberg in Aktuelt the 92 of July 1999. But this might as well have been an
introduction to a portrait of any other female polan — in any other newspaper. If
one looks through portraits or interviews with féenpoliticians in the Danish daily
papers from the last couple of years, it quicklpvas that descriptions of female
politicians’ appearances — i.e. clothes, gaze, &#@ir- is used on a large scale in
articles with the purpose of telling the public simng about the politician’s
professional life. From the writing reporter’s poof view, a detailed description of
the female politician’s clothes, gaze or gestumddthelp identifying and visualizing
the politician before the reader. From the pobtics point of view, this can, on the
other hand, seem very irritating:

“...It makes me wonder, when I'm giving a 45-minutesg interview to a female
reporter from one of the major provincial papemsttthe article only deals with the
way ‘I've been sitting and gathering my hair in theck in a girlish manner,” says
Mimi Jakobsen (CD) in an article in Ekstra Bladet #" of June 1999.

The gquestion is whether or not male and femaletipi@ins are subject to the same
journalistic presentation principles? Is a maleitpidn’s appearance also used as a
symbolic kick-starter when described by the press?

5.3.1 Commitment versus pearl earrings

On the 2¥ of December 2000 there was one event that eclipsedgenda within the
Danish press.

Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, the Prime Minister of thaetiwhose SR-government had
been in power for eight years and suffered by tacemetal fatigue, decided to begin
a cabinet reshuffle. The Prime Minister gathergd brand new ministers to sit on the
posts in his new government. They consisted ofilomen and three men.

Seen from a gender related perspective, this calesbuffle is very interesting. This
is because some of the Danish daily papers’ coeenéithe new ministers reveal how
differently the reporters, in this situation, choge describe male and female
politicians. Particularly Dagbladets Politiken’sveoage of the events reveals striking
differences. The paper’s reporters were presennwvihe predecessors delegated the
five new ministers their ministry. Each of the fidelegations were portrayed by the
paper’'s reporters and each of the five portraitataio the reporters’ observing
description of each new minister:

“When looking at the man from middle Jutland, Hafla Forsamlingshus comes into my mind. He
speaks loud and clear with slight Jutlandic accétd.is, furthermore, strongly involved with the afre
guestions and tendencies concerning politics inesp¢

(Johannes Lebech (R), the new Minister of Ecclesialstiffairs)
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“There is a slight shudder among the crowd as L&tmdsgaard enters the hall. She is dressed in a
long black dress and a black jacket. Around her ngekbright scarf in red, yellow and green colqurs
which brings out her sparkling blue eyes.”

(Lotte Bundsgaard (S), the new Minister of Housingd Building and Minister for Equal Rights)

“With his slight indefinable Jytlandic accent — befrom Mors — and a physical social convention
using direct eye contact to those he address, Imeetiiately makes a good impression. His sense of
humour is also noticeable.”

(Arne Rolighed (S), the new Minister for Health)

“The cheeks blush on the thin gawky woman. By agpea;, she seems younger than the age of 37
that it says on her birth certificate. Her work tties on her first day as Minister consist are a Peiof
Wales check patterned coat and skirt, a loose ligbée shirt and black, simple and moderate high-
heeled shoes. Under her loose hanging hair, a @appearl earrings dangle.”

(Anita Bay Bundegaard (R), the new Minister for BBpment Cooperation)

“Despite his slightly cautious appearance, Frode 8men will, however, not exclude that his portrait
eventually will occur within Venstre's scare cangre.”
(Frode Sgrensen (S), the new Minister for Taxation)

Politiken’s descriptions of the five ministers as&iking. Even though all five
ministers are new and inexperienced, there stith iindamental difference to be
found in the way men and women are observed anctided. The two women are,
roughly speaking, described by their “packagingilethes, colours, earrings, shoes,
eye colour and hair. The three men are, on the btwed, described by their contents
— commitment, humour and political projects.

5.3.2. Him: a serious tactician. Her: a hystericahse

Two publicized birthdays of respectively one mate ane female politician from the
same party confirm the differences even more. Buliticians — Jeppe Kofod and
Pernille Blach Hansen — are Social Democrats. Tedyoth 30, entered the Folketing
in 1998, and they are both in posts of great ingyae in their party. He is spokesman
of foreign politics. She is vice-president in harty.

Their coverage — Politiken the "Land 23° of March 2004 - differs widely, however.
Both portraits begin with a short presentationhef politician:

This is one of the Social Demokrati’s few brigltunyg hopes that pass a milestone — today it ise€depp
Kofod’s 3@ birthday. He has made a brilliant career sincedngved in the Folketing in 1998.

Married with two kids and member of the Folketingdix years. Pernille Blach Hansen (S) acts just
as fast as she talks. And things have happeneérmrathickly since she, to everyone’s surprise, ghine
more votes than the then Minister for TransportrBj@/esth (S), at the general election in 1998.

Politiken hereafter explains how they made it sarfdaheir careers:

He gained the strong position in the party as & sbicompromising candidate among the wings, when
the posts had to be distributed after Nyrup’s pagsBecause Jeppe Kofod has managed to wriggle out
of the weary power struggles within the party...t8. has, at the same time, also had the opportunity
to demonstrate himself as spokesman on one ofidlis,fwhere The Social Democracy’s politics
indeed differs from the government’s politics.

She managed to overhaul Bjgrn Westh — even thowglasatfor election in her hometown Kjellerup by
Viborg...(..) This was, among other factors, posdi@eause her name had, in these parts, a familiar
ring to it. Her father, Bent Hansen, is the counggyor in Viborg. He is known as a follower of Svend
Auken. The daughter has followed in her father'disps. This piece of finesse — and of course her
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political skills - has participated in ensuring harleading position within the party...(..) In order
ensure the balance between Nyrup and Auken, PeBl#leh Hansen was in stead given the post as
political spokeswoman.

Politiken then outlines the political flairs:

It is thus an earnest Jeppe Kofod who from timéotoe appears on TV on a daily basis with his
knotted tie demanding the basis for the war in Itagbe examined, account in connection to the
Danish captive in Guantanamo and who rejects ttea idf an American missile shield on the Thule
base.

She is indeed quick at repartee and has due tdoes brilliant in the hall of the parliament. Dog
debates, her tone of voice is known as always beixgepedingly harsh when addressing the
government — disregarding the importance of thetenaThe importance of the matter — and this is her
weakness — fades due to her permanent exasperatierietters are so to speak never small.

Despite the fact that both politicians have quickigde it to the top in the Social
Democracy and are in leading posts, Jeppe Kofadréady from the very first line
presented as one of thiew bright, young hopeand spokesman of foreign affairs
Whereas, Pernille Blach Hansen, who is the vicsigest of her party, is presented
with the wordsMarried with two kids and member of the FolketiRgrnille Blach’s
status as vice-president in her party is not meeticuntil halfway through the article.

Regarding how the two politicians made it to thdkBtng and their status in the
party, Dagbladet Politiken describes them in comepldifferent ways. They write
about Jeppe Kofod that hedaspopular man on his home island, Bornha@nd at the
election 2001 therefore becam®se to the country’s greatest vote catchHeernille
Blach Hansen was also a vote catcher among hersavati constituency. According
to Dagbladet Politiken, this was, however, not timatch due to her skills but more
due to the fact thdter name had, in these parts, a familiar ring taHer father, Bent
Hansen, is the county mayor in Viborg.

The two politicians’ status within the party is@ldescribed in different ways. Jeppe
Kofod's success is described as a result of ingentactics regarding the party and
his personal competence as a spokesman. Perndteh Blansen’s success is in the
meantime mainly described as a result of her fal@mmnections with Svend Auken
and that the latter gave her a leading post inrommesecure an internal balance of
power. It is furthermore also mentioned that P&rnBlach Hansen hasather
remarkablymanaged to maintain her current post.

Finally, the two young politicians’ professionalpgarance and weigh are different.
While Jeppe Kofodseriously demands accounts and inspections, Pernille Blach
Hansen is pert, has a harsh tone of voice andrsuffem — if not hysteria — then from
permanent exasperati@nd that is disregarding the importance of theenat

5.4. The dark sister —what tales of female politieins are there in the media?

Everyone has a story. This was the title of a nunobéeatures on DR concerning so-
called ordinary people in the summer 2002. You @@iso sharpen the statement and
say: Everyones a story. This was, in any case, one of the ideastieéhe strategies
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for communication, which have been very populartfa last couple of years in the
trade: Storytelling — i.e. the ability to tell sies about people, visions, plans etc. as a
way of mediating. The question is whether storyigllalso can be used as a tool of
understanding when dealing with the portrayal ohdée politicians in the Danish
media.

Sascha Amarasinha, manager of communicationeimiibdia conglomerate Egmont,
believes so. She believes, that when looking furthto the portrayals of female
politicians you will find that reporters use deptions and elements leading back to
ancient tales.

“If you start picking some of the tales of femalaliticians to pieces, you will find
some concrete elements comparable to some of dngadsic fairytales,” says Sascha
Amarasinha.

5.4.1. To be animated. About storytelling as a s#gy for communication

Sascha Amarasinha:

“Storytelling is about animating things. It's abatitanging some of the strategically
and often very complicated measures, that you wishnitiate, into something
concrete and figurative. In this way, you get imboich with the other side of the
brain. This is the side that picks up stories andressions — all that is non-factual —
and makes one able to pass the story on.”

“In organizing communication you time after timepexience to present large slides
showing points, figures, where to go and how totlgete where people actually can’t
remember a thing afterwards. But if you tell a gtoomparing the business’ strategies
with a fairytale, sports or something the managersklf has experienced, you can
suddenly describe in a much better way. It's edasierontain the subject-matter and
it's easier to mediate it.”

“Now, people are becoming more conscious of theontgmce of storytelling. And
now we're approaching what it's also really abdresenting yourself.

Presenting yourself takes some specific connectelasents or characteristic. These
are used in order to make it to the scene or ictoed.”

5.4.2. The 100 hawthorn hedges

According to Sascha Amarasinha, many of the stafbesit women in Danish politics
are about women who, just like those in the clafsigtales, do things “in spite of”
or “she is capable of doing both” or “they oftervldo make sacrifices to reach their
goals...”. Women who have to jump 100 hawthorn hedgesrder to reach their
goals.

This story exists not only in politics. It existh@anever women are powerful. As a
former media consultant, Sascha Amarasinha hagierped that, in order to reach
the media with a story of female executives, ibést to use the “in spite of” angle:
Here we have a female figurehead. How does shegediath a careemnd children?

Cinderella

Other characters used in stories about femalei@alis are seen in various versions.
The Cinderella character is an example. MariannelsKmse, the chairman of
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Kristendemokraterne, is a great example of this;dévelopment from a boring, grey
Cinderella to a princess.

“Pia Christmas Mgller also did it at a time whea onservatives needed to be in the
spotlight again. But in comparison with Kristendéwmaderne, it was not likely a
coincidence that Marianne Karlmose’'s transformatidook place almost
simultaneously with the party’s change of name frifristelig Folkeparti to
Kristendemokraterne. It concerns rebirth or redoeatlt has to do with redefining
oneself, charm and magic: We've waited so long & lagre we are now. It is at the
same time also a loss of innocence. l.e. a partyctwhas always appreciated and
focused on the values and not the form, suddemntyesao heel and says: Okay, in the
world of today, it matters how one appears on tlreen — it is those six seconds on
TV that counts.”

She believes that The Little Mermaid also applesiarianne Karlmose.

“The Little Mermaid who wants something so despdyat- in this case it is a
political career — but has to sacrifice a piecbakelf in order to get it.”

The crown princess

Both the media and most political parties havedtrigally hard for the last couple of
years to find suitable young women within each ypantho immediately would be
named crown princesses by the media. There have dmeral crown princesses at
stake within parties as Socialdemokratiet and DatliRale Venstre. And Sascha
Amarasinha finds the entire crown princess talg gegnificant.

“I believe many of them are extremely calculatechéné is that woman representing
half of the population, the contemporary, equadty. etc.? If there is one woman who
can do all this, she will be put in the front lindowever, many of the crown
princesses that stay there will vanish from theupee again. They don’t get real
power. Will they ever be queens? That is yet toseen. Furthermore, the crown
princesses often have an older man from their pbytytheir side: “She is very
proficient, but she had also help from my side”. aVis quite interesting in this
connection is that, at some point, you have tod#eavhether or not you are aware of
it, if you want to be a part of it or not. You hateedecide whether or not you want to
play a particular part in the story. If you decitbe do so, it will work for your
advantage, but not without paying the price, howéve

5.4.3. Images of women

It is not only old tales and fairytales that areliseovered in the way the media
portrays female politicians. There are also “imagescirculation. These certain
images could be called archetypical or clichéd iesagf women:

The mother

She has occasionally been obliged to leave a nteetith the group or a committee early because she
had to be at her office at Christiansborg so Ceailould eat on time. But Eva Kjer Hansen insist& Th
“girl” has to be nursed — and she wants to work.

- Portrait of Eva Kjer Hansen in Flensborg Avis 8feof August 1997

The Blonde

When vice-president of the Socialdemokrati, thenddoand blue-eyed Bundsgaard, talks about
politics, she usually does this with bold strokéthe brush.

- Portrait of Lotte Bundsgaard in Fyens Stifttideritie 2 of October 2003
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She arrived in the Folketing in 1994, where she &mtna blonde and ambitious trio with Lene
Espersen and Gitte Seberg.
- Portrait of Henriette Kjeer in Fyens Stifttideritie 15 of February 2004

The question, which concerns us the most, is whatheot there was anything besides from a
complete blankness behind the blonde locks andlezerueyes. Or did the 50-years-old woman
consciously take advantage of her all-year valichmery innocence in order to sneak in less innocent
proposals in the Folketing? In other words: Is Irigehl-Sgrensen stupid or is she out for what she can
get?

The answer is here now: She is both. But she pas®typn both roles. When she acts like a fool, she
is too calculating. When she is calculating, sheasspicuously stupid.

- The leading article in Ekstra Bladet the'3f October 1997

The Teacher

She is dry as dust in her form of words. She kniwsbalance of payments, the cultural life, the
environmental policies and the DAU-balance insidé-d&She is the strict teacher that the flower
children’s children missed in school. But the wddd strange place; now they can vote for her.réhe

is no reason to believe that Marianne Jelved is simarter than the other leading politicians, buton
gets the feeling that she is, when watching hef'énBecause a woman, who can reason in such an
apparent dispassionately manner, has to be motivageother things — and it is obvious to beliewat th
this is her intellect.”

- Portrait of Marianne Jelved in Berlingske Tidertide 5" of September 2003.

The Iron Lady

The editor of the back page remembers Maggie Thatchparticular. She is the British Iron Lady
who went to war against Argentine with a handbag. osinlike our very own Marianne Jelved who
directs EU’s ring wearing a handbag.

- Flensborg Avis the T1of July 2000.

The witch
“The dark sister”
- The headline of a portrait of Ulla Dahlerup, ayitls-Posten the 9&f September 2003

Ritt Bjerregaard rides on her broomstick to the Braglker...Brussels.
- Ritzaus Bureau the '®f November 1994

First we need to get the summer vacation over \Wt).first of all we have Midsummer Eve where the
witches are sent away to the Brocken. Pia Kjeersghasifound an association that dares to listen to
her speech by the fire. She — and her big mouta!sBbuld probably keep a good distance to the fire...
- De Bergske Blade the 9®f June 2001

Denmark’s leading home help came under shot anlillslsenight. She presented, among other things,
an election video, which should be without pledged promises...(..).. It is actually pretty boring,

except from the part where they show a MidsummembBwrére. This put the associations into action. |

think it shows great courage displaying a Midsumiaee bonfire in a video from Pia Kjeersgaard’s

party.

- Ekstra Bladet the 12of November 2001

The Queen of Ice

“She has set men’s eyes on fire with her exoticeapgnce. She is a dark-eyed beauty from @lgod
heading straight for the political stars..(..).. Biitshould not be taken for granted that it will less
cold on the top with the present Minister for Edima in the lead. In spite of her warm charisma,
Margrethe Vestager will continue a tradition of grbiing radical first ladies. This tradition started
with Lone Dybkjeer's cold kindness and so far reddlteclimax with Marianne Jelved’s acid sulkiness
every time things don’'t go her way. Margrethe Vestdgrthermore dislikes being interrupted in her
always well-modulated speeches. Then her low MarlBietrich-voice changes into a crack of a
whip.”
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- Portrait of the then Minister for Education Maetite Vestager, B.T. the 20f January 2001

When Marianne Jelved tightens her lips and letschld snow descend on the table of the meeting like
a Mother Winter, everyone knows what is going dre 8 very angry. She has said yes — or no. And
she means it.

- B.T. the 17 of April 1996

The chit

“The Social Demokrati’s very young vice-presidemtat the head of a committee, which, after two
years of pondering, has had an adolescent idea:€elleetoral age should be lowered from 18 to
16...(..) Lotte Bundgaard herself is an example ofdloethat youth and lack of experience not always
improve upon the power to mallecisions. At 27 she became Minister and, at tina¢ tilectured her
surroundings in a manner mostly associated wittcpeus children”

- B.T. the 27 of December 2003

“Mette Frederiksen has sharp opinions on a great yn#rings. They probably need to be polished a
bit”
- The leading article in Politiken the1®f February 2004

“She may be a bit of a youthful goody-goody in avall leftist manner. She may skate on thin ice,
when she, during the party’s presentation of edquatompares the conditions for American women
with the conditions for Saudi Arabian women. And téfireks it is the T of May every time she opens
up her mouth. But you cannot make an omelette withr@aking eggs..(..)..

- Portrait of Mette Frederiksen (S) in Berlingskedride, the Z0of February 2004

The seductress

“She is a sweet girl, fond of the nature like PeigS&he has horses at her country house, makes her
own clothes and has endearing, youthful mannerspe@ally towards men and women older than
her...(..).. Outside of Christiansborg, Pernille Saznarts many of the great executives. She has lunch,
invites them over for exclusive dinners and she otestnates herself as their advocate for the
legislative work...(..) Pernille Sams became well kmevinen she appeared in the Folketing in 1987
after an electoral campaign of an American charactemwas a campaign of dimensions never seen
before or since.”

- Portrait of Pernille Sams (K) in Ekstra Bladet 8feof October 1997

The old maid

“Quite true! She is considered being both a fineder with things in order and a huge work capacity.
But whether or not she can get any backing is tmeigé concern. A bit spiteful, she has been called
‘Mrs Pigalopp’ after a funny character in a childrarbook. Some believe that Pia Gjellerup is imbued
with sense not far from being colourless and barifgs also concerns her sense of clothes, whish ha
been called distinctly British. Especially pointed @iher knickers always leaving a little intriggin
bare piece of white skin by each knee.”

- Portrait of Pia Gjellerup in Politiken the 2af August 1999.

5.4.5. Female leading politicians about their ‘owithages

Every time the media publish images, descriptiomsl atories about female
politicians, there is quite naturally one personpirticular paying attention: the
female politician herself. What is her opinion b&tway she is portrayed? Does she
recognise herself? Or are they far from her saiégetion? And how does it really
feel to be referred to

Four female leading politicians who, in their owaywhave all experienced the media
to create images of them have been interviewed tattmir thoughts concerning
“their” images. Some feel anger towards the medidenothers are satisfied with the
way they are referred to.
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Lene Espersen (K): about being referred to as dnkeothree little ducklings, then
‘the talking cleavage’ and finally ‘mother’.

Pia Gjellerup (S): about being matter-of-fact — awitht she felt being asked personal
guestions concerning her private life.

Marianne Jelved (R): about being ‘Denmark’s Iromly'a

Pia Kjeersgaard (DF): about being demonised.

Lene Espersen (K):

April, May and June

“When | was elected in the Folketing in 1994 witbriette Kjeer and Gitte Seeberg,
| believe many found it amusing that three youngnsa entered the parliamentarian
party. This is because many voters considered thres&tvative Folkeparti as a party
with elder men in suits — an industrial party. Ygunen also entered the party — there
suddenly was a great amount of young people irp#rey — but that was not in the
focus. Consequently, there were all these artizlethe newspapers giving us pet
names because obviously we couldn’t just be cdHedriette, Gitte and Lene. We
had to be called April, May and June. And that’'sevehit sort of started — us being in
focus like that. | also remember that, during tebates on the opening address and
the concluding debates, the television news focusedus being placed on the
platform in order to pitching into the governmeifttioat time and they thought that
was very sharp — that the young ones did it.”

Did you consider the focus as positive?

“There are two sides to the matter. It is both fposiand negative. When you're
young and completely unknown, it is of course alsvapsitive to be in the focus
because then you’ll after all be a bit more welb¥m. The negative part consists in
people having a tendency towards lumping us togetH&he is one of those three”
without really knowing exactly what one represerntfiave experienced countless
occasions where people couldn't tell us apart -na@heugh | don’t really think we
actually look that much alike. | have experiencesbaple of times that they thought |
was the one on TV when it really was Gitte. In thiay, there are both advantages
and disadvantages. The worst thing is that therg lpeaa tendency towards saying
that she was only elected because she’s young avaren. | believe that's unfair.
First of all concerning the voters, but also beealuselieve it to be very patronising
considering that one works just as hard for théipal career as anyone else.”

The talking cleavage

“Are you going to touch her tits then?” asked thesMas the last thong before | left home on thatyai
Monday morning. “Never,” | answered a little toosta “Never ever. This is modern, strictly
professional journalism at top level.” Even thoudje fast bit may have seemed a little exaggerated, i
really wasn't just blather when we finally reachieehe Espersen’s office. Of course it wasn't. It'st]
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sort of become the conservative politician’s enteito the general public. Lene Espersen has become
rather identical with her boobs.”
- Portrait of Lene Espersen in Berlingske Tidende2@feof October 2001

“Well, I've had pet names like “the talking cleaedgetc..(..)..It is downright male

chauvinistic to focus that much on one’s outfitsvduld be able to understand that it
would be crossing the line to walk around in a mikiBut people pay so much

attention to one’s outfits instead of what you'agisag and, in my opinion, it is first of

all some of the male reporters that cross the liiege quote you've got from

Berlingske Tidende is a very good example of thigas extremely offended by this.
| was really angry. And he knows that. And he caiilléven see that | should be
upset about it. He almost believed — | think — th&t was some sort of praise.”

- You told him this?

“Yes. But there are apparently some who believe tthea most important thing in the
entire world is to feel attractive. And he sort méver understood that the most
important thing for me is to be trustworthy in mglipics. So | was very upset because
he wrote the article in that manner...(..).. I'veuatly just gotten used to it — and you
have to do that professionally. I've gotten usedhi® fact that some people behave
like this.”

Mother

- But you've also moved further since then — orfentiely don’t hear much about the
talking cleavage in the media any more. You ard sbreferred to in a different
manner now you've had a child. You have, as an pkanbeen called “Mother of
Justice”... How have you experienced the transforomatif now being referred to as
mother, a round woman...etc?

“It's not something I've thought about or have b@amscious of. | believe the media
find it all pretty grey and boring. Therefore, ibraeone does something just a bit
differently, it consequently doesn’t take much tbhe media to find it amusing to
follow and describe. Because we were the partyingy and Ulla Tgrnaes and | were
both in an advanced stage of pregnancy it was firerebvious that we would be in
focus because of our relatively short maternityvée@nd our election manifesto
consisted of maternity leave for one year. In ttase | decided with Morten (Lene
Espersen’s media consultant) to say, for the fiins¢ rather consciously, that this had
to succeed. Being minister is a dream of mine ant Heing a mother. Therefore, |
have to try and see if | can handle both. | allowemedia to have an insight in how
we managed things and how it was organised...(.fl.Bumarily want to be known
for my politics and that’s why | simply say no tth the other things. As far as I'm
concerned, it was the case that people might nok th was serious concerning
politics. | therefore had to reduce participatingriany things.”

Pia Gjellerup (S):

Factual — but boring
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- Looking back at your career — how will you deberthe way you’ve been spoken of
in the media?

Generally speaking, the media has mostly been pogied with the subject matter.

This is because I've insisted that that's what Here for — not to entertain, perform
or something like that. But then you have to livighwbeing regarded as boring. |

don’t really mind, people are just so surprised that’'s of course a good thing. But
boring and in some way | guess it also translatiestiner you stake at politics or if

you manage things — artisan or creator. And it istakable to believe that seeing a
person on TV for a minute and a half, or even legsgive you a clear impression of

what this person really is like. | for one am inddxetter served with people listening
to what I've got to say. That's basically what Ithrere for.

How does you being considered boring manifestfitsel

It is just written once in a while. Then | expegenpeople being surprised. That's a
nice thing to say.

You've simply met people saying they've alwaysghbyou were boring?

No, they didn’t say it as directly as that. It wsesd in a nicer way. And | really feel
rather comfortable with that. | believe men als@eazience this to some extend. |
don’t believe there’s any difference in this caseart form the fact that women are in
the minority, which means they are more in the lggut

Single and childless

“Why do you still live at home with your mother asidter instead of getting married and start a
family?”
- Question for Pia Gjellerup in an interview in EksBladet the 2% of December 2002

What do you think of being asked questions lik&?tha

“Well, I'm not the type who’s usually available fa great amount of private
interviews. That's why I've got a more generaltatte towards it: | think it's good to
know something about the values | represent, miigallgoals and the way | work in
order to reach my goals. But how | spend my leiswtech people | spend it with and
my networks etc has, for me, always been an alesofatter of secondary
importance. Not that | have any secrets that tH#ipuvould find interesting. | am
probably just a bit shyer really, when it comesatswering these kinds of questions
than | am in general, because then it's a questiol mean, this is something one is
asked quite often so you have some kind of brortadese, right? And that’s all it is,
because no one can give a meaningful responseetaubstion of why they got
married. Why do you have children? Well, there arenumber of technical
explanations to that!...there is just this bromidereaponse from all women who
don’t have children. Somehow, it's just somethiog yrave to do. It's kind of a ritual
— the same way as there’s always pictures in agbit

But what do you feel about this focus on the tradél image of a woman: to be
married and children — and then the question: whbydu diverge?
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“Now — what do one feel when someone thinks of #si divergence...well, | know
all about it. That's why it doesn’t surprise metthauch. You have to remember that
we were also brought up this way. Once again: besause you diverge from a
pattern, which, by the way, is out of date. | atjudon’t diverge from a pattern; I'm
an example of a much familiar pattern. We just tar@nt to acknowledge it. But it is
considered a divergence and it is pointed out to yNow, what is this?” — but you
yourself also entertain the idea that it is bifetént. That is because you have this
old-fashioned image of a home with children andog dtc. So I'm not surprised
when I'm asked that question. I'm just a rathersmous type so I'm more prepared
for it. Therefore, I've also noticed that it's défient for men. But | don’t believe many
readers are astonished at what it says about wensmd not about men. Just like
most people asked this question do not wonder \Wwhy are asked — and men don’t
wonder why they’re NOT asked..(..).. I've triedgeepare friends and acquaintances,
whose state of things, e.g. if they’re in the dgbtl making them interesting to the
public, for being asked these questions. I've yusttessed a woman as an example of
this. It was a portrait of woman saying twice tBhe was single with no children.
When the young women of today don’t really notiteitis actually because they
follow the same pattern as | do. There really atarger number of single women
today. And the higher-ranked the education is,nioee single women. | believe I've
heard that there are three times as many singleawomthe 30s today than there was
30 years ago. That's a rather drastic alteratiord these will most likely primarily be
those women with university training. | know judioait more single women of the
academic circle in their 30s or mid 40s than | kne@emen who are family mothers,
i.e. they are married and have children.”

Marianne Jelved (R):

- How have you experienced the media’s matter edlspg of you? — Regarding the
handbag, sort of like a Thatcher-lIron-Lady, or tiaet that you've been called cold,
stiff etc.?

“| sort of played my part in this image becausied this one more than the image of
the principal with the pointed finger, the pointgc. | prefer the handbag. It came
forward with a twinkle in the eye. It was just sdhieg to make fun of. And at the
same time, it takes part in saying that you camnake a fool out of me. There is a
certain trustworthiness and stability in this imaljas, after all, an image I've made
an effort with because I've had to look after thewn. During my job as Minister of
Economic Affairs, in a time of many internationalnges affecting our economy and
economic politics, it has been important for meappear as a person capable to be
sent out internationally and make the Danish econ@ulicies seem trustworthy.
That's one side of the story. The other is that Peidikale Venstre enters a
government led by the Social Demokrati for morentten years. The rupture between
the two parties was based on economic policies. Aoe we’'re back, we have
responsibilities and we have to turn our backsht $ocial Demokrati’'s economic
policies. This, among other things, demands thatbase of support and our voters
feel a sense of security. Consequently, our imaage tb be very evident on the
economic field because we ourselves have investés instead of being Education
secretaries as an example. That's why | don’t ikglae image of the handbag as a
negative. It supports certain things — things thveant it to support.”
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Regarding someone like Lene Espersen, who has §geken of as the talking
cleavage etc. — what factors gave her this imageyamu another?

“One month after my arrival in the Folketing, theneas a huge case in Kgge
concerning poisonous substance and there was aphegsure on me. | arrived in the
Folketing on the 8 of September and this happened in October. | haden been on
the platform in the Folketing yet. | could havedsthat it should be forbidden but |
just thought it was wrong. At this point, | deciddétht, in order to give myself 24
hours a day, | had to be able to answer for whdtdl Otherwise, it would be
impossible. This has been my rule-of-thumb: | htovbe able to vouch for what | do
in here. It has to make sense. If not, | won’t wasly time on it. This decision has
also had its consequences. It's what mattered tatimevhat’'s important to me. Now,
I’'m 60 years old, but the young women entering Haketing — for example
Margrethe Vestager, Elsebeth Gerner and Lene E=mpersheir world is completely
different from mine. They approach things in a @@t manner. They may have a
different conception of the importance of the lofeseparation between the person in
private and the person in politics. | don’t knows Ihard for me to tell. But they do
indeed present themselves in a different manner ltihrathe women’s magazines. An
example could be that they use themselves in ardift way. Once again, you cannot
say they’re all the same, but they do use themsetva different way.”

- In a way you would never have used yourself?

“Yes. But don’t mistake me: | believe, concernihg private life, | may be a bit more
modest and aloof than others. | don’t know if tisislue to my age. But | cannot reject
that the younger women more naturally take advantafgtheir gender than | do,
because I've never really thought about it. I'vereretaken advantage of my gender.
In elementary school, where | was busy being, anmathgr things, the president of
the teachers’ council etc., there isn’t this stledgetween the genders as there is other
places. “

As for you and your trustworthiness as a ministexs it been important to you to
appear as sharp, intelligent and in control of ty&?

“Not to be sharp and intelligent. But people hatdecable to count on what | said.”
In this case, did gender make a difference?

“l don’t believe it did.”

Pia Kjeersgaard (DF):

“Well, | have been presented in many strange donays...l doubt any are as often
misjudged as politicians are. It is because sorpamarily the media — do not agree
that | use my power the right way. But here | havsay that | really don’t care about
the media’s opinion. | represent the voters andflma with that. I've become more
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thick-skinned throughout the years. This | havedy regarding to how | felt when |
first started.”

How did you feel then?

“Well...oh, God, if someone, during my time as caatiédfor Parliament, had written
just one negative word about me in a reader’srlattevould have been in the centre
of my attention. Regarding the things been saiduab@ ever since, | can’t help but
smile. But you get used to it and by the end ofdhg you chose it yourself. You
shouldn’t feel sorry for any of us. Quite the camgr— we are where we want to be
and we have the status we want to have. That'bakes.”

- At the very beginning - where you could be cotepjerattled if someone wrote
something negatively about you — do you remembeawracrete example or a
situation?

“I don’t remember who wrote it, but | distinctlymember — during the third election
campaign in the Folketing where | was elected — mowch | really wanted to be
elected and how much I did in order to be elec&umeone had written something
negative about me in Berlingske Tidende — and | e@spletely convinced that |
would not be elected because of this. It reallyokeel my night’s sleep at that time. |
had worked so hard and now this idiot had destrayad by writing something. At
that time, | didn’t know the conditions or the bada at all. It really didn’t matter but
| couldn’t help thinking about it. And I've actuglthought about since that day. |
can't believe | reacted that way! But this is natlyr because | wasn’t at all used to
being in the media. And when | think about wha#gppened to me since — I've been
here for nearly 20 years...if | only knew then wh&nbw now...if I'd been able to
predict everything that would happen I'm not sureoluld have reacted that way. But
I've never looked back with regret. But it woulbpably have seemed quite immense
had | looked into the future at that time and sebat | had to go through in order to
be where | happily am to day.”

- Did something happen, which made you more thiakagd?

“I guess one becomes thick-skinned exactly bec#usappens unexpected. | mean
it's a good thing that you don’t know what’'s arouhe next corner in this case. Then
you take it with you. And I'm extremely stubbornnd | actually believe many
women are. Really stubborn. For better and for eicB®metimes it can be a negative
attribute but it can also be very good and posithd | am very, very stubborn when
I've got an idea. | believe that's why I've madeadt far. | did it because | feel | have a
mission. Otherwise | wouldn’t have done it. Butoalsecause I've thought: Hell, no!
I’m not going to bite the dust.”

- Which bad things did you have to go through?

“There has been a very, very patronizing manneer&isn’t the thing | haven’t been
called. Witch. Excrement. | saw a book with a adilen of satiric drawings of me and
| thought: No, no, this just can't be real. Thisvihat happens when things are
compressed. But one can handle it because it falkes over such long period of
time. It's tough of course. But I've also experieda great deal of success and have
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had many victories and that's what keeps you gdiggu experience cruel publicity

and very perfidious satiric drawings. Otherwise@uldn’t be bearable. But there has
indeed...I have no doubt that if | were to weigh wihvweeighed the most, it would be
the positive.

“Satire can sometimes be very entertaining andoamit help but laugh because they
hit the nail...one probably tends to think: “Wellgthreally hit the nail on this one...”
And then you can acknowledge that and say theyvdit] they caught the right angle
or the right manner of speaking. You have to be abldo that as a politician; you
have to be able to laugh and say: That's alriglit. iBcan also go to the opposite.
There’s a writer who has collected all the verytedpi things like...Roald Als from
Politiken. This is just perfidiously... you can really feel thatred towards you and
you think: Come on! It must be a very strange @sien to take one’s own emotional
hatred out on another person like this. It musa lvery sad life.”

- About being called a witch etc. — do you beligvieas anything to do with your
gender?

“Yes, absolutely. Because what is the counterplaat witch? If you consider a man.
If | really search through my mind, there are ofitse also plenty of men who have
been at the centre of negative attention in theigall life. But | can’t think of anyone
as viciously talked about as 1.”

- Is there a tendency towards calling a woman pittver a bitch?

“Yes, sure there is. But it is also sometimes vbaerd matters we deal with.

Regarding Birthe Skaarup from our party for examplople’s conception of her is

actually corresponding to the person she is. Batislalso the president of The Health
Committee. There is a great difference in talkibgw politics concerning foreigners,

laws etc. Here you often split the public into twbhere some then will be demonised
— and that's me. And that's because you enterld i@t used to be for men only. It
used to be men talking about these kinds of things.

5.5. Who stages the gender?

“She became part of the convention. So did the goBocial Democrat Helle Thorning-Schmidt.
Together the two Nordic women came up with a plame Dybkjeer wanted to have a say in the
introductory chapters about the values of the unign)..It was the last chance to state that it ddog
difficult just to be given the floor in the greasambly.

“We knew that Giscard d’Estaing had always had ae &y women. Anyone could see that and these
kinds of things tend to be rumoured. That's whyleHahd | strategically chose to sit in the foregndu

in the hall. We wanted to be seen. There wereal iany women present and especially not many
blonde, blue-eyed women like us. Helle is beauifid my age is more convenient.

The strategy was effective. Giscard d’'Estaing hadite Lone Dybkjeer the floor. And she used it to
have her say in the treaty: equality.”

(Politiken 10.06, portrait of Lone Dybkjeer (R))

What is going on when a female politician goes frbeing a ‘gender neutral

professional to female politician with capital F?h@Vtakes the first step — the
politician or the media? Is it the media that inggender to the politician, or is it the
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politician who embraces the gender? What good doés to the politician and the
media to emphasize the politician’s gender?

5.5.1. “l exist. I'm someone you should vote foDo the politicians themselves take
advantage of their gender?

According to the survey of female members of thékétng, the majority of the
politicians do not believe that they have everjmutheir career, used their gender in
the media to e.g. get publicity. A great numberthad politicians even reject using
their gender in the media and emphasize thatimp®rtant to them to be regarded as
politicians before women. But every fifth woman @26) has on the other hand
taken advantage of their gender in the media. tatkesl that this was based on getting
attention:

“It was based on a wish to promote myself in ottmedia than | usually have access
to. An example could be an article in Femina concey how a woman can handle a
career. This has been my attempt to say: “I eXist.someone you should vote for” to
those who may only read these magazines and neveeivs papers.”

5.5.2. A diva on glazed paper — why would the meddage the gender?

Just before the election is launched for the Ewanpearliament 2004, the editor-in-
chief on Se & Hgar, Henrik Qvortrup had a good idely not have a nice series of
pictures of the retired Europarliamentarian, H&lh@rning Schmidt, styled as a diva?
At that time, Helle Thorning Schmidt is on her wayme to Denmark where she ran
for election in the Folketing by the next electi@®he has been called yet another
“crown princess” in Socialdemokratiet by reporterand has even been referred to as
a potential candidate for prime minister.

Henrik Qvortrup:

“The point in all this is that she agreed to doShe knew very well that we were
going to make a series of styled pictures of hemahg the woman who may be the
prime minister some day and how she may look. AetleHThorning Schmidt is no
fool. She is very conscious of the means she tikase. And she thus accepted to do
this.”

- Why was it of interest for you to style her?

“Because we still work with some old-fashioned p@tons of gender: Well, I'll be
damned. This is an attractive woman who can be exae attractive and may be the
prime minister some day. How does this add up? sthiprising element in this and
what makes it a good story is that we make oursebatieve and try to be informed
about what may surprise ordinary people. We stilidve ordinary people are
surprised that an attractive woman can also havbitams of being the prime
minister.”

- Wouldn't it be just as good a story if it werekkgtoft or Fogh who were styled?
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“Yes, it would. | would like to style Anders FogBut it wouldn’t be just s good a
story if it was Jens Rohde who some believes cbeldrime minister some day.”

- Why?

“It depends on how he’s styled. If he were stylequist look even cooler it wouldn’t
be a good story. We don’t assume anyone’s surpiisati cool men have great
ambitions. But it is still an old-fashioned perdept that we're surprised that
attractive women who may even have Gucci bags,restpe make-up and high boots
with coat and skirt have ambitions to become primieister. We believe many are
surprised by this and that’'s why it's a good story.

- Is it expected that a woman is more likely toegt@ styling than a man is?

“Yes. Because | also believe our readers — anctllyethe regular voters — are more
likely to tolerate that women do these kinds ohgjs. That's one part of the story.
The other part is the surprising effect in thisadivthat's what she looks like in these
pictures — does not want to be a cosmetologishgthing else; she wants to be prime
minister. It has something to do with the pictuoéshe world; the classical pictures
are being tested. It's also a token of thinkingiooves. We take advantage of this in
journalism.”

5.5.3. “More than two million viewers will be slapp up against the screen”. When
the politicians are being advised to use their gend

There are politicians who do not mind participatingstyling, fashion coverage or
private portraits with the home and family in thentre. There are politicians who
would not dream to do either. And then there ageepibliticians who would just like to

be left alone — but reluctantly accept to go beydneir otherwise fundamental
bounds of attention from the media. They do itlidev to strengthen their reputation
and career.

One of the politicians belongs to the latter groiM@ariann Fischer-Boel, a leading
politician from the party Venstre and former mieisfor provisions, agriculture and
fisheries.

“I'm probably not as obsessed about the media sisould be. When you are in a
ministerial office, you should be ready to partatg in every respect and | haven't
done that exactly. That's something | don’t wantito”

What could that be?

“We've had a tremendous discussion now with theakrayedding. And of course
there was someone, DR among others, who wouldtdikget a hold on the female
ministers to participate in preludes. | said nonfréhe very beginning. This is
something | really don’t want to do. And | was theid that was not a clever move.
There would be more than two million viewers slappg against the screen and it
may be important that people also thought aboutesioimy other than cleaning in
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abattoirs, the laws of agriculture, fisheries amakith when they saw me. And I've
had to face the facts.”

- Did they want to follow your preparations withuyalress etc.?
“Yes.”

- From your media consultants’ point of view thdn,they expect you to be able to
use your gender?

“Yes. You should indeed not turn down a good offBecause we're always
connected with situations where there is a greablpm, right? Dioxin in the salmon
or, as today, cleaning in the abattoirs. But tleeealso good stories. Tomorrow we’ll
be on morning TV with our project concerning hegldimd proper food — “food on the
move”. Projects like these are very good and soimgtbeople can relate to.”

- Do you think it would have been just as interesfollowing your preparations had
you been a male minister?

“No, probably not. Or it wasn’'t. Because he’s alwairessed in pretty dull clothes
with not much fuss about it. No, it's definitely lgrbecause they're girls...I don’t
know who else they've got a hold on. No, but ite sbvious that there is a
preference. They would never choose a Minister efeDce. Then it would be a
guestion of how many formations there are — buidessfrom that there wouldn’t be
that much variation.”

5.6. The invisible chalk line. About the balance leeen acting too feminine or
too masculine

“While many consider Ritt as roaming the halls dfriStiansborg as a smiling scalpel, cynically and
consistently chopping her opponents in two disrday gender, Lotte Bundsgaard is considered a
sweet, happy and idealistic girl...(...)...But Lotte Buadsd may perhaps be successful concerning
the votes because she is nothing like Ritt. Becahseis not cynical and masculine in her
appearance.”

(Portrait of Lotte Bundsgaard in Fyens Stiftstidettt 27" of October 2003)

“Do you ever wear a dress or do you prefer thisvodutionary” look?”

“Is sex a great part of your life?”

“Are you a lesbhian?”

“You haven't had any children — why?”

- Questions for Jette Gottlieb in an interview iTBThe 28' of November 1999

It is important to be woman with capital W in orderbe successful as a politician,
says Henrik Qvortrup. But can the W be too empleai§izDo the W’s differ? And
what happens if a politician refuses to use hedgeh

The above-mentioned quotes form the Danish pregs gn idea of how some
reporters describe certain female politicians whileppears, read between the lines,
what is considered respectively proper and imprdpera female politician. The
question is how a politician can know where thesible chalk line is between proper
and improper. Anne Grete Holmsgaard considersquiestion of being able to be a
feminine power-seeker.
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Anne Grete Holmsgaard (SF):

“If you are a woman and a power-seeker, you arethenone hand, in a strong
position because you know the game and are absorbed hat gives you a stronger
position. But there is an invisible chalk line:yibu are too masculine it can have a
negative effect. And it is completely impossibledietermine where this chalk line is.
But that's the peculiar thing with gender in getieyau know it's there, you can see
it and feel it immediately. You can also feel itevhit's too much but you just cannot
explain when exactly it's crossed. If we regard Wwe Herlev Andersen who's a
lesbian; she’s such a competent power-seeker thamist didn’t harm her but it
nearly did. Due to the combination of being a wonrepower-seeker and a lesbian, it
is often said: Well, she only accomplished becalses a lesbian. It's important then
to know the delicate balance between being bothnies a woman and a power-
seeker. The difficult part is to be able to playadirspectres; both what you're used to
and what men are used to — and men only have yogolaheir own half of the field.
Consequently, men are allowed to use their enemyg roncentrated.”

5.6.1. Angry women are no good

In 1999, Marianne Karlsmose, the president of l€nigemokraterne, crossed the
chalk line into the masculine field. This happendten she ran for election for the
European Parliament. The party tried to sell hearasangry, young woman”.

The characteristic as an angry, young woman — diRRafirm come up wit this?

“Yes. It was because I'm very temperamental, sthis way it came out of nothing.
But it was our PR-firm that came up with the idéanhaving a surprising element in
our campaign because we had a hard time being abt&dged.”

“I was to pose in masculine posture and the memtiaded on this — the fact that | was
a little too masculine. Being angry was a littldideminine and this may be what
provoked people at that time. There were thingsadl o write where | at first
continued with the “angry” attitude. Then | wasright told | had to be careful not to
be too masculine. | had to be a little more seresith my manner of speaking. All this
was very confusing because I'd just had to playpte as a very angry woman.”

In other words, the campaign concerning the margedif Marianne Karlsmose as an
“angry, young woman” did not work. Henrik Qvortrupderstands why:

“First of all, she didn’'t look anything like whahe claimed to be. Furthermore, |
don’t believe we want women to be angry. It's arelteristic we don’t consider
particularly feminine. We want them to be profidiemd competent with plenty of
guts — but not angry. | believe this slogan mehat she didn’t notice the ability of
combining professional skills with the feminine. tByou’'re not feminine if you're
angry.”

Henrik Qvortrup’s idea of combining the feminin&jlls and competence in order to

secure the correct balance is very subtle in thewng two examples of openings to
portraits of female politicians. The reporter —@man — describes figuratively in both
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examples the politicians as the perfect balancevdest the feminine and the
masculine:

“The hand is thin and very feminine but the handgh#& as firm as the handshake of a general
worker’s.”
(Portrait of Anne Grete Holmsgaard, Aktuelt thd ® August 1998)

“She picks up yet another cigarillos and holdsetywfeminine in her thin hand — a hand as tenacious
as a farm worker's”
(Portrait of Mimi Stilling Jakobsen in Aktuelt tH&"" of April 1999)

5.6.2. One should not look like a stripper

But the female politicians not only balance on alkhine between the masculine and
the feminine. It can do just as much harm to a ferpalitician’s trustworthiness and
thereby career if she is too feminine in her exgites

Henrik Qvortrup has two examples of this:

“If you try to imagine Helle Thorning Schmidt haat, the styling, been so thrilled by
the situation that she had agreed to wear sometimoge provocative or even

indicated something with striking sexually undedsn— an exposed breast for
example — then she would have been finished. Yait take unlimited advantage of

your femininity. There is a subtle balance. Yourgatndetermine exactly where the
limit is. The politicians just have to have a singtinct.”

According to Henrik Qvortrup, the Danish MinistdrJustice Lene Espersen did not
have this sure instinct when she participated énRanish Crown Prince’s wedding in
May 2004. At this occasion she wore a low-neckessslrand her hair was curled.
Thereby, Lene Espersen had crossed the line.

“Our fashion policeman on Se & Hgr, Mads Christenserote she looked like
Stripper Simone on a bad day. And | actually agvéh him. It was, among other
things, the odd hair she had chosen. | believa aflpeople out there thought: now
she’s really pushing it. Maybe she just wantedtikInice for the wedding but she is
actually the Minister of Justice. She just shouldimok like a combination of Stripper
Simone and Pamela Anderson. And the female p@litcare up against this; they are
allowed to take advantage of their gender but.. xat#y this wedding, she crossed
the invisible line.”

When a woman has crossed the line, there is a cwovifrom the media. An
example of this is to be found in an article of @uyg female politician who has
appeared as a model in a catalogue for sports weder

“Height: 177 cm. Weight: 59 kg. Size of bra: 754zeS 38/40. The woman behind the figures is the
conservative Pernille Weiss-Pedersen (31), Middelfa
- Introduction in an article of Pernille Weiss-Pes#m (K) in B.T. the 180f September 1999.

5.7. It's a price I've paid
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“Being Minister of Evolution is a job of one’s dreaifthe Evolution Ministry is the greatest ministry in
the world. It involves the entire world. It's a rigtry that makes a difference,” Says the prettyténi
Bay Bundegaard.

- B.T. the 24 of December 2000.

When Margrethe Vestager was appointed minister imckd 998, several papers mentioned that the
new minister was young, well educated, female —paetty
- Aktuelt the 17" of April 1999

Gitte Seeberg, Henriette Kjeer and Lene Esperserrdbred the Folketing at the same time, 1994.
Besides their debut in national policies they hatkothings in common: their attractive appearances,
blonde hair and their youth

- Berlingske Tidende the 1'®f February 2002

Is being beautiful a quality in politics? It's liketo believe that, regarding how the
media, in some cases like the above mentioned sju@mphasize the female
politicians’ good looks. Concerning the young, féenapresident for
Kristendemokraterne, Marianne Karlsmose - her citr@ appearance very much
became a centre of rotation. This happened afterbsicame president of her party
and started a process of renewal in order to mak&tedemokraterne a modern,
attractive party. The process of renewal very gyiblegan to include herself.

5.7.1. The transformation — when Marianne Karlsmogas “renewed”

Marianne Karlsmose (KD):

“When | became president of the party, | startettigge letters, both internal and
external, from people having reactions because theyght | looked dreary. They
were usually negative.”

It was primarily women — and women from Mariannel&aose’s own party — who
gave her a hard time because of her appearancg.hEukall sorts of good tips for
refreshing her appearance. But Marianne Karlsmabsaat want to be changed.

“I stubbornly insisted that | wanted to be myseifld was satisfied with this. But if
you want to prevail as a woman, other things ammatwled from you, there are
different expectations...(..).. At one point themald to say to myself that it was time
to figure out what to wear. Because saying: ‘Thig® good and that is no good’ can
be tiring. And | have to wear something, of codrse.

Due to this, Marianne Karlsmose was styled. Shenget clothes and started using
make-up.

“And that has indeed resulted in responses fronmtédia. There were some reporters
who were really staggered at this. This confirmeg suspicion of the importance
attached to the appearance because | was muchisedrfoy the massive reaction
afterwards..(..)..It's very difficult for me to gattention from the media because I'm
not in the Folketing. And this means my transfoliorathas been of excessively
importance in the media — but this is somethingt tvdl only happen once.
Hopefully.”
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- How do you feel about the fact that your appeaearas been of this great
importance?

“I've come to this point, that this is the game.dAlfve accepted that. | regret that this
is the case but | have unfortunately ascertainatitlis. And of course it's nice to get
positive response as opposed to the negative. Begaany women can be a little — |
mean, we tend to wish to meet all the demandsjabs column before even venture
to apply — and when you have an as exposed pdsteagot then it's nice to not have

to deal with the criticism you more or less simpan eliminate. And that's what I've

done..(..).. You get used to it. It's more becatis® so dominating — and you have to
keep it up all the time. You have to think abouitlees and buy new clothes. But I've
come to a compromise about representing the abditiye yourself and that you're

valued by what you are and what you do — not bywhg you look. That's a price

I've paid.”

5.8. But is she smart? — “Real” skills versus gendas a political strategy

Even though good looks are so important in Dandtigs that Marianne Karlsmose
had to change her appearance, good looks canalsaltag.

Concerning young female politicians’ careers, tr@nibh media has in recent years
used an angle dealing with roughly speaking theliebthat women get their share of
the cake too easily — especially if they’re yound &eautiful. There also lies in this a
hidden criticism of women’s actual political skilend flair: Are they capable of
“something” — or are they just there for decora®ion

“Is the Danish 39-year-old Minister for Culture Elseth Gerner Nielsen a beauty? Yes. She is. She’s a
little exotic in her character with her long, sleardneck, her well-proportioned figure, big oval sye
that hold a little political nervousness. She hasemasy applicable smile, which is lit up by cultiire
impertinence. She has a well-kept mane, which tidoosely and longish — cut precisely as careless
that it exactly doesn’t appear as careless. Ana tthere’s the nose. The face’s impressive capeavith
bridge of nose as sharp as a scimitar just shardeAebeauty descended from ancient times. Probably
like those women David and Salomon fell for. Theaukiful. Exotic. But is she smart? Well... The
doubt will reign for a while as she rises with fbb.”

(Ekstra Bladet the 19of October 1999)

“It is strange that a “girl” who is like cut out ofa treasury of song — young, blonde, pretty and
sympathetic — can arouse emotions that strong. &'s sfitting here in her garden in Tisvildeleje wer
it's buzzing with sun and summer — and home-mades buAnita Bay Bundegaard simply isn’t just
sweet. She’s also an enlightened and educated pefée question is, is she also a politician?”
(Berlingske Tidende the 2%f July 2001)

“SWEET AND involved — but also a bit naive...(..)..Hette Kjeer has the heart, there’s no doubt
about it, but she lacks demonstrating the resultpractise. A sweet smile from a minister in theyver
best broadcasting time will not help the outcastd the redundant.”

(Politiken the 22 of December 2003)

“She (Anita Bay Bundegaard) has been so quiet sioel Nyrup expressed her as his prettiest
weapon in the rescue of the government that oné& baip but wonder if it's just this — the lovely
photographs seen from the queen’s gate at Amalignboould just be photographical
manipulation..(..) The new ministers have probdidyl certain latitude — but there are limits. Even
when they’re young and blonde as the Danish scsdf it
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(De Bergske Blade thé®f March 2001)

5.8.1. Nyrup’s Christmas decorations

The 229 of December 2000 the tabloid BT had a front padech evoked a response
in Denmark. Nyrup’s Christmas decorations, it sdide day before, there had been a
cabinet reshuffle in the government of that time &ae new ministers had arrived.
Two of them were young women. The Prime Ministes\photographed with the two
ministers and a third minister — also a young wonTdre day after BT’s front page,
the paper supplemented with a thorough article:

“Sex appeal can be used when selling cars, waspowgder — and politics. Nyrup is,
at this instant, using two young and pretty blonaesrder to sell a metal fatigued
and rusty government.”

“That one’s a bit rude, | admit that. And the thgees were naturally furious because
“here we are being appointed to ministers becawesbave certain skills and what do
the media notice? That it's only because we're woraed that's chauvinistic etc.
etc.” | understand they were angry,” says Henrilo@wup who was editor-in-chief at
BT at that time and made this front page.

“But | would like to defend it just a bit. | belied it was the correct analysis of this
cabinet reshuffle. The reshuffieas about Nyrup feeling the need to prosper. He
needed liveliness. It was indeed hardly a coinadethat it was three photogenic,
young women who were appointed as ministers. Ia $ieinse, the term Christmas
decoration was correct. Of course this was parhief considerations. The three
women probably had all sorts of professional gigalibesides from this but that’s
another discussion. The purpose of the cabineufdsiwas to give the voters — not
least the female voters — the impression that was a dynamic government with
young women. The cabinet reshuffle was, furthermooe about the professional. It
was about gender and age. And | do understandhé&adhree ministers were furious, |
know they were, and | can easily relate to thatt Bstill believe the headline,
however much it was pushed to extremes, was vegquade. Because it was
Christmas decoration, it was ornaments. And thatisexample of the fact that in
politics, being a woman can also be an advantagealse | don't believe that Anita
Bay Bundegaard would have been appointed to thteshpad she been a man. | believe
this happened because she was young and not leasinan. So don’t you tell me
that being a woman is a drag. Here is an exampi¢ leéing an advantage. But it
could be the case that the media subsequenthettdedr very severely, and where it
all has to be seen in a context that she was wandrthereby maybe a little more
naive and more stupid than others. And this has bee disadvantage. But the fact
that she was even appointed minister was connesittd her being a woman, |
believe.”

Other newspapers also focused on certain appointofeyoung, female ministers.
Generally speaking, all the Danish daily paperdlgdgs-posten, Politiken, Aktuelt,
Berlingske Tidende) had articles, in connectionhwtihe cabinet reshuffle, which
focused on the extreme panoply of younger fematesteirs. In a great number of the
articles it is exactly thisvonderthat is leading and which makes the papers seek
experts to explain why the voters suddenly warget® young women at the political
leading posts. This is a theme — and thereby algmob- that would be hard to
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imagine had the reverse been the case: had twofdhe five ministers been young
men.

Now is the time to ask how much two female actansdo for an extremely professional, middle-aged
and apparently a bit disillusioned theatrical traupke the present government. They can do a.lqt..(
The effect young women have on middle-aged mendisg¢xactly undescribed in the psychological
and anthropological literature. The Prime Minister idNyrup Rasmussen did seem almost frisky this
Thursday in the sunshine at Amalienborg Slotsplaldsrevhe stuck out his chest and in high spirits
declared that we are heading towards brighter dagdle he proudly posed with the young ministers.
Psychologists explain the middle-aged men’s fasicinabf young women with a slowly increasing
mortal dread. As a relic from an old natural beltbkEse so-called sugar daddies hope to delay their
physical decline by surrounding themselves withttgkin and firm flesh.

- Jyllands-Posten the 94f December 2000.

It is one thing when, according to the media anldipal observers, a metal fatigued
government uses young, photogenic women as aqgablgirategy in order to gain the
support from the public. But it is quite anothemthwhen the female politicians
themselves use their “advantages” in order to gaiareer in politics:

Some of the things that Helge Adam’s three femdleacmes were imputed were that they, as Helge
Engell’s lovely little girls, immediately had goodalities as spokeswomen and preferential treatment
in all departments.”

- Article about Lene Espersen, Gitte Seeberg andietenKjeer in BT the 4 of May 1997

None in Christiansborg, besides the leader of theservative party, takes his crown princess
seriously. — Can she read?! It doesn’'t seem likg(if)...She procured Per Stig Mgller a majority in the
group management in the warm days in the springnwer Stig wanted to be the leader of the party
after Hans Engell’s alcohol collision..(..)...They kneach other well because, among other things,
they had had the same secretary for many yearshastansborg. This little coincidence suddenly

transformed into a real Aladdin’s lamp in her haradgl conjured her ahead to the front row.

- Portrait of Pernille Sams (K) in Ekstra Bladet 8feof October 1997.

5.9. Part Il: Conclusion

How do the Danish media portray female politiciarend on which terms?

As the above-mentioned quotes from reporters, ipalits and professional people
from the media show, the politician’s gender doeaken a difference when
commented on by the media — if one is a femaldipiain.

The gender determines which stories a politiciam a@ate of oneself in the media —
for better and for worse.

Advantages and disadvantages

Female politicians can have positive publicity bgtue of just being women — this
could be being followed by a TV-crew while preparifor a royal wedding with
hairstyling, choice of dress etc. Or it could benbestyled for Se & Har as a diva and
possible future Prime Minister.

Female politicians can also be publicized becalsg become mothers or have been
appointed political leading posts where the medauld like a story dealing with
“how do you handle both a career and a family”.

All this is a kind of publicity male politicians igeneral never have or have access to
— just because they are men. Even though the Ddrisie Minister Anders Fogh
Rasmussen has acted as James Bond in a men’s n@g#zs is one of the
exceptions in stead of an example of the rulett@imedia find it interesting to style
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a man. The same applies to interest of lookinghé&rrinto the family father or the
husband who suddenly has been appointed a mimisfgost while being a newly
fledged father.

The female politicians are aware of the fact thatythave this advantage, compared
to their male colleagues, based on their gendaneSsomen choose not to use their
gender in order to be publicized a certain way.e@tchoose to use it well aware of
the fact that the media find this female angle varieresting and they use it
offensively.

In reverse, the Danish female politicians also egpee negative attention and being
described by gender specific images and stereqtypbsch would be almost
inconceivable to their male colleagues. As LeneeEsgn (K) says, being young and
female in politics has two sides of the coin. Ihdae very positive for the female
politicians to suddenly being noticed just becahsy are young women. But there is
also a dark side. An example of this could be erpemg the prejudice that you were
elected only because you are young and female efugice still going strong in the
media. This could be seen in some of the newspapekerage of the cabinet
reshuffle in 2000.

This prejudice — or wonder of why so many younge@men have suddenly been
appointed ministers or entered the Folketing —fisaurse an expression that it is a
new tendency and this is why media is occupied witBut at the same time, it also
expresses what we consider being a real politioraa real minister. The prototype of
a politician is still a man.

Images of women

As the various chapters of the second part of tineey show, there are examples of
the Danish media portraying and staging femaletipalns as being both witches and
insensitive, almost masculine women and — in theeroend of the scale — women
seducing in order to seize power or naive girls wiilb soon have their opinions
polished.

Male politicians also have images applied from miedia and are at risk of being
referred to in a less flattering manner. An exampbelld be the Prime Minister
Anders Fogh Rasmussen being referred to, as a ffave Furthermore, his self-
control and him being a perfectionist have beesaedor sarcastic remarks. Keld
Albrechtsen has been ridiculed because of hisddgiveaters and ‘left-wing image’.
Arne Melchior has been referred to as ‘The talkimgpee’ — by the same newspaper,
Ekstra Bladet that came up with the name ‘the majlkcleavage’ for Lene Espersen.
There is, however, still a great difference in thiages, adjectives and the implied
references the media applies to male and femaitcpats.

This will be illustrated in the following quotes ese the female politician is
exchanged with a man:

Whether or not the new ministers are ‘real’ poititcs:
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As he’s sitting here in his garden in Tisvildeleydere it's buzzing with sun and
summer — and homemade buns — Frank Jensen simfilyuist sweet. He’s also an
enlightened and educated person. The questios e also a politician?

About the politicians’ appearance:

...His sense of clothes has been called distinciitysBr Especially pointed out is his
knickers always leaving a little intriguing barespie of white skin by each knee.”

Even when it concerns male politicians, who havenbexposed by the media due to
their sexual excesses or tendencies, it is haithagine them being presented in a
portraying article concerning their political vis® the following way in Berlingske
Tidende:

“Are you going to touch his dick then?” The boyfrieasked as the last thing before |
left home on that rainy Monday morning. “Never,”ahswered a little too fast.
“Never ever. This is modern, strictly professionpalirnalism at top level.” Even
though the last bit may have seemed a little exagee, it really wasn'’t just blather
when we finally reached Arne Mgller's office. Olurse it wasn't. It's just sort of
become the conservative politician’s entrance ®dbkneral public. Arne Mgller has
become rather identical with his willy.”

Blue-eyed blondes

Among the chosen quotes from newspapers concefaimale politicians, some refer
to the female politicians’ hair colour — if theyeablonde — and combine the blonde
hair with the word “blue-eyed”. The question is, atimplications lie within a
description of a certain female politician whensides her status within the party, it
is chosen to mention that she is both “blue-eyadi ldlonde”. People often consider
being blonde and blue-eyed as synonymous with be#ige or distinctly stupid. It
should not be asserted by this that the Danish aneainsciously choose to describe
certain female politicians as stupid or naive. Bus still suggestive that reporters
often — particularly when it concerns young, feenadliticians — choose to relate to a
familiar prejudice of blonde and blue-eyed women.

This particular reference to the female politiciaege and hair colour cannot be
found on the same terms when male politicians aseribed. It would, for example,
be inconceivable for a reporter to describe thiaus young male politicians as
having characteristics in common Heir nice appearances, the blonde hair and
youthor he arrived in the Folketing in 1994, where he fodnaeblonde and ambitious
trio with Jeppe Kofoed and Frank Jespers@escriptions of male politicians like
these could even be considered as an expresseohati outlook.

The Handbag

Particular of interest is the media’s attention Marianne Jelved (R) and her
characteristic as the Danish Iron Lady with a hagdBourishing around her. The
radical politician’s handbag has first of all be@mmynonymous with herself.
Furthermore, the handbag has become a conceptigalbas a symbol; a symbol that
has been attached to other female politiciansvadtets.
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On the newspaper database Infomedia one will receigre than 300 results when
searching for the words “Marianne Jelved” + “hargilb&mong the articles, there are
both portraying articles where Marianne Jelved gmées her various handbags and
articles from local newspapers proclaiming Mariadeé/ed bought her handbag in
their very local community. There are, furthermoaeticles where the handbag is
considered as a sort of demonstration of powernttigal effectiveness she really
gave it to the government with her handbag.

The handbag is here a symbol of both political female efficiency — not least
because Marianne Jelved herself has been conscfousing the handbag-symbol
offensively from the very beginning. The situatie quite different concerning
another female politician who has also had a grestunt of attention from the media
due to her handbag. It concerns Helle Thorning-Sdhif§) who arrived at an
electioneering meeting with a handbag from Guecthis case, the social democratic
Europe-politician clearly transcended the media@sgibrs concerning what is allowed
for a female politician representing a workers’tpar

“Damn if you do — damn if you don't”

Berit As, Norwegian professor in social psychologyd former member of the
Norwegian parliament the Storting, has drawn upiralrer of “reigning techniques”,
which the majority of a community use in relatianthe minorities. One of these is
fashionable called:‘Damn if you do — damn if you don’'t” — or no mattehat you
do, it will always be wrong.

The same outlook can be transferred to femalei@aliis concerning publicity in the

media. As a female politician you are not alloweduse your gender offensively in

your political career. If you do, people will jutink you were elected “because you
are young and a woman”. On the other hand, it moli do if you do not use your

gender as expected. An example of this could bengavfeminine charisma because
then you are at risk of being suspected becaugeusfsexuality or “femininity”.

All the above mentioned quotes, where female paditis are exchanged with male
politicians, illustrates that a politician’s gendkres make a difference concerning the
way a politician is referred to. A female politinia terms apparently differ from her
male colleagues’ in the way that she is constameligted to her gender or she has to
relate herself to her gender. This could be bermale Minister of Justice and
attending a royal ball wearing a too low-neckedsdrdoeing a female politician in a
workers’ party and arriving at an electioneeringetirgg with a too posh handbag or
being a female politician refusing to wear a drasd then having reporters asking:
Are you a lesbhian?

As Pia Gjellerup says about being frequently askkyg she does not have a husband
and children: “... it's just something you have to ¢t kind of a ritual — the same
way as there’s always pictures in a portrait.”

Anne Grete Holmsgaard (SF) talks similarly abow fhct that female politicians
cannot just do their job as their male colleagiiégy have to play in two fields. They
have to concentrate on the game — i.e. workingplitigs, deal with power etc — and
at the same time they have to focus on balancirigde: the feminine and the
masculine in a way men in politics never have to.
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6. Final conclusion

This survey has examined the domain between theamgdlitics and the politicians
in Denmark from a gender perspective. The mainabivie was to explore whether
Danish female politicians are equal to their mailbe@agues in this domain and what
gender means when women are doing politics and aneditray the female
politicians. In spite of the fact that Denmark lastrong sense of belonging to one of
the most leading countries in the world when it esrnto gender equality and the fact
that Danish women have advanced significantly dutive last 30 years in the sphere
of politics this research indicate that gendet stihtters — that is when it comes to
female politicians.

A great amount of the female politicians acrosspheies, age groups and amount of
experience in the Folketing believe that gendesueh has been no barrier regarding
their political career, but at the same time mahyhe Danish female politicians
believe, that gender does play a role when it camesstribution of power. A great
majority of the female politicians think that meavie the upper hand in the Folketing
and the power configuration is based on male values

To that comes the portrayal of women in politicghe media. The majority of the
female politicians do not believe they are tredterisame way by the media as their
male colleagues. They believe that women have kemaore of an effort in order to
be acknowledged for their political work in the needhan men — or simply that
media have other interests in female politiciamstim their male colleagues.

The survey of how media represents female politidone in this research confirms
the beliefs of the Danish female politicians. Im&omedia reports gender does play a
role when media meets politicians. Female politisi@are being described in terms
which is rarely seen when it concerns male potitisi Reporters pay attention to
features concerned with their womanhood — thatorseixample cloth, hair style,
motherhood, family life. Female politicians thuseseto be evaluated not only on
their performance as credible politicians but alsotheir performance as “credible”
women. Female politicians who fail to full fill theommon images of a credible
woman by acting in a “non-feminine” way or a toenfaine way will in some cases
accordingly be stigmatised by reporters. Genergdlgder seems to be relevant only
in the case of women in politics — and it can gthbways: Media that focuses on the
female attributes and female politicians focusing their gender in order to get
publicity.
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